The history of the Palmer elementary schools from 1851 to 1951. by Burns, Dorothy Marie
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1951
The history of the Palmer
elementary schools from 1851 to
1951.
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/10388
Boston University
I 
fc /• 
I'l  i e> pro i c} 
8 r nC t Dct< tltL.f ff) . 
. I <f I 
========~=--~---======~==-=--=-================-~~=--======================~====--=-==-~~ 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION. 
MAJOR PROJECT 
'£HE HISTORY OF THE :PALMER ELEM:&:NT ARY SCHOOLS 
trom 1851 TO 1951 
Submitted by 
Dorothy Marie Burns 
(B.S. in Ed., Boston University, 1941) 
In Partial Fulfillment ot the Requirements tor 
the Degree or Master or Education 
1951 
-======~============================~======================9F====~ Bos t on Ynive r si ty 
SchGgl of !ducat l n 
Li tJOll7 
'l -
First Reader: William H. Gartwright 
Associate Professor or Education 
Second Reader: George w. »enemark 
Assistant Professor ot Education 
. . ,
Dedicated to the memory ot 
Mr. Clifton X. Iobeon, 
Superintendent ot Schools in 
~almer from 1911 to 1951, 
Dean ot School ~uperintendents 
in the Connecticut Valley, whose 
interest in the welfare ot 
children was his first concern. 
• I 
I ll 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 
I. 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
v. 
VI. 
FORm•lORD . . . . . . . . . . 
SETTING THE STAGE 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
DIVISION OF THE TOWN INTO QUARTERS • 
THE DISTRICT SCHOOLS • • • • • • • 
• • • 
. . • • • • 
SCHOOL DISTRICT SYSTDI ABOLI SHED • 
• • • • • • 
THE SCHOOLS FROJ\1 1900 TO 1950 
• • • • • • • • 
THE PRESENT SYSTEM • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
APPENDIX •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 
BIBLIOGRAPHY • • • . . . . . . . . . . • • • • 
Page 
1 
3 
12 
19 
30 
42 
65 
74 
83 
FOREWORD 
The development ot education in any community is alw~ys 
interesting because so much depends upon the final outcome. 
The high school in Palmer is to celebrate its lOOth anniversary 
this year, 1951, and a history has been written in honor ot the 
occasion. It seems appropriate, therefore, that a history ot 
the elementary schools should be written to complement the his-
tory ot Palmer High School. Moreover, the history ot the ele-
mentary schools in Palmer will prove interesting to the local 
citizens. !hey will be interested in the men and women who 
taught their mothers and fathers, and their length ot service 
through the years. The one-room schoolhouse that their tore-
fathers knew has changed manr times; first to two rooms, then 
tour, then eight, and lastly to ten and fourteen rooms,--trom 
log construction to wooden, and finally to ~ucco and brick, 
with modern lighting and fixtures, and with new green boards, 
and yellow chalk. 
Originally a plantation, Palmer bad $ good bit ot difficul-
ty establishing itself as a town. Since ite early existence, 
the town ot Palmer has been divided into tour villages, as its 
settlers were so scattered. Because ot this disunity, at one 
time there ~ere thirteen District schools in the town, one tor 
each group of settlers. Eventually these district schools were 
abolished, and a largeaementary school was established in each 
-1-
ot the villages, with the high school, once called a 1Rolling 
Schoo1 1 , because its sessions rotated from village to village, 
finally located in the Depot village ot Palmer in 1874. 
Further along in this paper there will be a description 
ot the transition from the Plantation to the District, then to 
the town, and eventually the development ot the District school. 
Later it will show how this district school system gave way to 
our present elementary school system in Palmer. 
I This thesis considers Palmer llementary lducation from 
1851 to 1951. This will result in an History ot the ~lementary 
Schools parallel to the History ot the Palmer High School. 
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ClUPTJ:R I 
SETTING TKE STAGE 
The Town of Palmer is composed of the Depot village, now 
called Palmer, Bondsville, Thorndike, Three Rivers and Palmer 
Center. The villages of Bondsville and Thorndike sprang into 
activity atter mills were built on the banks of the Sw1tt and 
Ware rivers, respectively, each village taking its name from 
one of the owners in its mill. Three Rivers, so called because 
it was located at the Junction ot the three rivers, the ~uaboag, 
the Switt, and the Ware, also grew rapidly after the Three 
Rivers Manufacturing Company was built there. Palmer Center, 
called the Old Center, was at one time a very lively and popular 
spot, as the stage coaches, running between Boston and Spring-
field on the First Turnpike had stope there, and sometimes the 
passengers would be put up at the various taverns for over-night 
stops.1 When the new road was built between Boston and Spring-
field, it followed the Quaboag River, and ran through Palmer, 
1 thus isolating Palmer Center. When the Western railroad was 
built in 18)9, also running through Palmer, the Old Center set-
tled down to a peacetul existence, no longer to be raised to a 
high pitch of excitement which would begin by the sound of the 
.1. J. H. Temple, History ot the Town ot Palmer. Mass. 1716~1889 
\\ Clark w. Errant and Co., Springfield, Mass. 1889. p. 227. 
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tallyho horn, then by the sight ot the dashing horses ot the 
, stage coach, as they would come swiftly down the hills from 
Boston. The village ot Palmer, referred to as the Depot Vil-
age, actually came into being when the Western railroad was 
built in 1839, and business men located here, as vas the custom 
ot those days when they discovered a station was to be built in 
any locality. Eventually Palmer became tne Junction ot seven 
railroads. 
The Town ot Palmer, Massachusetts, originally lay in the 
old County ot Kampshire, and remained so until the new county ot 
Rampden was incorporated, February 20, 1912. It is bounded on 
the east by Warren and Brimfield; on the north by Belchertown 
and Ware; on the south by Monson and on the west by Wilbraham 
and Belchertown. It is very irregular in shape, and contains 
about 20,000 acres. At the date ot the first settlement and 
recognition as a plantation, Palmer was known as the ELBOWS 
TRACT. According to Dwights Survey and Plan ot 1723 the area 
ot Province Land1 covered was 23,~19 acres, but according to 
the grant ot the General Court under which authority land was 
laid out to public functionaries and to proprietors and grantees 
the area was larger. Three Rivers bound and cross the territory 
that makes up Palmer, and furnishes power to the chiet produc-
tive agencies and industries that make up the town. The Qua-
boag river, flowing trom Warren, (west), torms a curving 
) 
1. Temple, Kistory ot the Town ot Palmer, Mass. p. 44. 
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boundary of the town tor about one third ot its entire length or 
circuit; it then turns sharply to the north, receiving the 
united waters of the Swift and Ware rivers; the enlarged stream 
now, or here, takes the name or Chicopee (earlier called Chik-
uppe) and flows westerly to the Connecticut. The two elbows, 
one at the southeast, and one at the southwest, gave the orig-
inal and significant name to the plantation. The first perma-
nent settlement on the Tract was made by John King in 17lo, 
near tile Q,uaboag river on the little brook appropriately named 
tor him, King's brook.1 Mr. King c·ame here trom Boston by the 
old Bay Path, on which his log cabin was placed. The majority 
of the early comers to the ELBOWS were ot middle class Scotch-
Irish descent, from the North ot Ireland. They were part or a 
group that came to America in a body in 1718-19, and were de-
scendants ot a colony which migrated from Argyleehire, in Scot-
land, and settled in Ireland, in the Province of Ulster, as 
' 2 early as 1~12. Many ot these settlers had been induced to 
take grants of land trom the Joshua Lamb Company, which claimed 
Jurisdiction over the territory now known as Palmer, but it was 
found on examination that their Indian deed covered no part of 
this territory, a tact which caused no little trouble among the 
settlers. As a result, in 1732, fitty-six ot the settlers 
interested in the matter sent an humble appeal or petition to 
1. Temple. 
1716-1889. 
2. ~· 
Kistory of the Town ot Palmer, Massachusetts. 
P• 31. 
P• JJ. 
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the General Court praying to be relieved ot the •perplexing 
difficulties" in which tney were placed.1 The prayers ot the 
petitioners were finally brought to a favorable conclusion as a 
commit~ee appointed by the General Court visited the Plantation, . 
and in due time faithfully discharged the duty involved. Close-
ly following the recognition of their rights as a Plantation, 
June 22, 1733, the 1~habitants of the ELBOWS began to clamor 
for a town organization, ~ut owing to the non-payment of a tax 
amoun~ing to five hundred dollars due the Colonial Government, 
they tailed in their ettorts. Finally in 1?52, after seven 
petitions had been sent in and the tax bad been paid~ the Plan-
tation was organized into a District, having all the privileges 
of a town, except that of sending a representative to the Gen-
2 eral Court. This act vas signed January 30, 1752 by acting 
Governor Spencer Phips. !he petitioners had signified a desire 
to have the town called 1XingstovnM, in honor ot John King, the 
first settler, but because a town had already been organized by 
the name ot Kingstown, Lt.-Governor Phipe inserted the name ot 
•Palmer• in honor ot hie friend Thomas Palmer, Esq., who had 
recently died in Scotland.3 So the name ot Palmer had no local 
significance. 
1. A. M. Copeland, A Kistory ot iampden County, Massachusetts 
Vol. 1. Wolyoke, Mass., The Century Memorial Publishing Co. 
1902. p. 127. 
2. ~· p. 133· 
3· Temple, Bistory ot the Town ot Palmer, Mass. p. 140. 
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For many years the official name of the Plantation had 
been the ·~owsu, so named on account of the numerous bends in 
the Quaboag river, which encircles a considerable portion ot 
the town. The PlantatiClln had also been called 11Kingsfield•, 
11 Kingstown" and 11 New Marlborough 11 , these names all appearing on 
the town warrants, at one time or another. Based on the census 
ot l?o5, the first one taken, Palmer had at the time ot its 
organization about 3o0 inhabitants, l Negro slave, 75 families, 
and oO houses, mostly constructed ot logs. The entire valuation 
of the town was about $3000. It contained one small church, at 
the Old Center, Kings Tavern in Palmer, two small taverns at 
the Center, three grist mills, and two blacksmith shops. These 
mills and shops constituted the entire industries of the town--
there were no stores, no post ottice, no schools at that time. 
There was a saw mill where Thorndike is now located, a saw and 
grist mill at Pottaquattik Pond, and a grist mill where Bonds-
ville is now located.1 
On May 10, 177o the Massachusetts Kouse of Representatives 
issued a warning tor all towns in the Colony to call meetings 
to choose a representative for the next General Court, and in-
struct or advise its representative relative to the attitude ot 
the inhabitants, it the Ronourable Congress •should tor the 
safety of the Colonies, declare them independent of the Kingdom 
of Great Britain, and it the said inhabitants would solemnly 
1. Copeland. A History of Kampden County, Mass. Vol. 1. 
p. 134. 
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engage with their lives and fortunes, to support them in the 
1 
measure.• 
At a meeting warned and called on May 23, 1776, David Spear 
was chosen to be the Representative to serve at the General 
Assembly to be held at Watertown, May 29, 177b. At the meeting 
held at the public Meeting Kouse, Monday, June 17, 1776, the 
town voted, and instructed the Representative ot the Town: ·~ 
it theY shall unite in a separation from Great Britain. we do 
unanimouslY determine & declare we will Support them with oun 
2 Lives and Fortunes. This has been called the Palmer Declara-
tion ot Independence, as it was issued seventeen days before the 
Congress adopted and sent torth its tamous Declaration. 
This series ot public transactions, done in accordance with 
the orders from the Kouse ot Representatives ot Massachusetts, 
constitutes the beginning ot the town life ot Palmer. "The 
Legislature authorized the inhabitants ot all towns in the 
Colony to do a specific act: The inhabitants ot Palmer 1 in the 
name ot the General Court 1 , did tnis specific act,--elected a 
Representative, and gave him instructions,--and thus assumed all 
the rights ot towns: The General Court received this Represen-
tative, so elected and instructed, and he acted with the body. 13 
From that time on, the town annually, chose and sent a 
1. Temple. History ot the Town of Palmer, Mass. P• 175. 
2. ~­
,. Ibid. 
P• 177 
P• 178 
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Representative who was received and duly qualified. The proper 
!date of the organization of the town of Palmer is May 29, 1776. 
The majority of the early settlers of the ELBOWS were of 
the middle class, and expected to depend on their labor for 
support. The timber was at hand with which to build their log 
!cabins, but their "claims" had to be cl eared and broken up, and 
!seed planted for future crops. The Scotch immigrants brought 
lthe potato with them to America, a vegetable then unknown to our 
people, as it was an important article of food to their annual 
food supply, and has since become important to American fami-
llies.1 
I As a means of making money, these first arrivals at the 
Tackel's home-lot is named on the records in 1733 as 11 Tar Kiln 
Hollow11 • 2 In a letter written in 1662 by Governor Winthrop of 
Connecticut, he speaks of the pitch pines that grew in the bar-
lren plains of New England from which the tar was made and des-
cribes the fat knots and the method of burning in kilns. These 
1. 
j2. 
I 
I 
Temple. 
Ibid. 
History of the Town of Palmer. 
p. 41. 
p. 40. 
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old pine knots and hearts were also used by the settlers for 
"candlewood11 , that is, for lighting the house in the evening for 
such purposes as were not met by the blaze on the hearth. Every 
well-to-do family provided itself with a cartload of this touch 
wood in the fall, at the price of six to ten shillings. 
Many votes were cast and orders issued at the annual meet- I 
ings of our Plantation, regulating the gathering of candlewood 
I 
and the making of tar and turpentine. The following is an exam-
ple: 
nvoted," That all or any person or persons whom-
soever who shall Box, Chip, or Work any Pine trees 
standing on ye Commons for drawing Turpentine shall 
be deemed trespassers, and Proceeded against accord-
ingly by the committee appointed to Inspect and take 
care of the timber of the Commons."1 
While their husbands were providing income and food, the 
women of the family were busy spinning linen thread, and weav-
ing this into fine cloth which later sold for good prices in 
Springfield and other river towns. The flax was regarded as an 
essential crop as all the clothing was the product of flax, 
either in the form of linen or tow--the short coarse part of 
flax. The flax was home grown, and the cloth was home made. 
There was an Order of the General Court passed as early as 
1656, 11 Requiring Ye Improvement of all Hands in Spinning. 112 
1. Temple. History of the Town of Palmer. p. 41. 
2. Ibid. p. 43. 
I 
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IThis order was in force in substance at least, either as a law 
or custom, for nearly one hundred and fifty years, because as 
late as 1805, a bridal outfit always included a 1 great wheel 1 , 
and a~eel 1 • The Scotch women, wives and daughters of our early 
!settlers, excelled in the art ot spinning tine linen thread. 
1
They brought with them usually the "little wheel 1 , commonly 
called the 1foot wheel", which made it possible for them to spin 
a finer and evener thread. This was called •scotch Linen•, and 
it became fashionable and in demand among the wealthy families, 
much to the advantage of our settlers of the ELBOWS. 
11 
CiAPTER II 
T~~ DIVISION OF TXE TOWN INTO QUART~S 
In the Act of 1733, establishing the ~lbows Plantation, no 
provision was made tor raising money for the support ot :schools. 
By a law of the Colony, passed in lb42, the selectmen of towns 
were required to look after the children of parents and masters 
who neglected to train them "in learning and labour 1 • 1 Another 
law of the Colony passed in November 1647, ordered that every 
town containing 50 families should provide a school where chil-
\dren might be taught to read and write. However, these statutes 
!applied to towns, and the Elbow Tract was a Plantation. The 
Proprietors and Grantees appeared to have understood that their 
powers and privileges were limited to such as were expressly 
named in the Act. Taxes were levied only to pay a Minister, 
build a Meeting Kouse, and defray the necessary charges as 
specified in the Act. This view was one commonly accepted by 
all the parties interested. 
the bill reported June~ 1747, 1 For erecting the Plantation into 
a District", a proviso was inserted authorizing the raising of 
money tor The Support Of The Schools. The Act of 1733 ordered 
that there be laid out in some suitable place, a lot ot one 
1. Temple. The Ristory of Palmer, Mass. P• 289. 
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hundred acres, "tor a school 11 • This lot was surveyed and laid 
out May 28, 1735, on the east side of Dumplin Brook. The intent 
ot this order, or proviso, which was commonly inserted into the 
incorporating Act ot all Plantations and Towns, was to encourage 
the people to provide means ot educating children. The School 
Lot was public property to be leased to the best advantage to 
some responsible citizen who would cultivate it and pay annual 
rent, or take care ot the wood by catting and selling the old 
i i l. growth, and pay ng the proceeds nto the treasury. This annual 
income was supposed to be devoted to school purposes, and was a 
help in supporting the school. 
The first mention ot a . school in Palmer records is under 
the date ot March 9, 1750, when an article in the warrant read: 
11
'fo see if they will have a school master and grant money tor 
that purposed. £ negative vote was recorded. On April 22, 1751 
an article in the warrant was •To see it they will agree to pro-
vide a school, to grant money tor that purpose, and choose a 
committee to manage ye said affair, and give them their instruc-
t1 . u2 ons • • This also was voted down. As neighborhood instruction 
was a common custom of that day, the only inference from the 
negative votes is that the people refused to be taxed to pay tor 
a professional schoolmaster. Public schools were not reckoned 
a public necessity at that date. Learning sufficient to read 
1. Temple, History ot the Town ot Palmer, Mass. 1889. p. 288. 
2. ~·· p. 288. 
lJ 
I the Scriptures, and east accounts was considered obligatory and I 
I this much instruction was required ot parents and guardians, but! 
the expense was mainly a private charge, and ran from four to 
1 six pence per week. 
! The pioneers ot Palmer were practical men, who had some 
advantages or education. Some of them had received college edu-
cations and were naturally interested in promoting the intel-
lectual improvement ot their children. But they were constantly 
hindered by the lack ot tunds in carrying out desired plans, and 
later on the Province tax was to bother them. So, tor a quarter 
ot a century, the children ot Palmer were instructed at home, 
or, in certain cases, at the home or a better informed neighbor. 
The children obtained the bare rudiments or knowledge,--the 
ability to read, write and perform the simplest problems in matb 
ematics. 
Our local school system took its rise with the organization 
ot Palmer into a District. Since the public schools were estab-
lished before the schoolhouses were built, it was necessary that 
they be kept in private dwellings and this must have been the 
custom before 1752. When the community was arranged into a Dis-
trict or Township in 1752, it was thought best to divide the 
District into tour sections or quarters ae the settlers were so 
scattered. An article in the warrant or October 18, 1752 dealt 
with whether the men would agree on some method or keeping the 
school in the town; state the places were it was to be kept, 
the length ot time it was to be kept at each place, and the 
14 
amount or money to be raised to defray the expenses. 
The District, on this same article 
11 Voted 
11 Voted 
uvoted 
tor a school in ye following tour quarters ot 
District the sum of 2, 13, 4 lavtul money, to-
gether with what is allowed us or falling to 
our share ot tines lying in ye treasurer's 
hands. 
to divide ye said money into tour equal shares 
to be apportioned as tollows, viz.: To ye 
southeasterly corner of ye District, begin-
ning at Barnard McNitts and running a north-
erly line taking both James Moors, John Glass-
ford and Brackenridge, there following the 
roads easterly taking in ~lwell, Parsons, and 
Applin. 
The Second Quarter, being ye northeasterly 
quarter taking in all without ye line of ye 
southeast Quarter, beginning at Kuntere, 
Deacon Smiths and McMitchells, and goes 
straight line to the north side ot the river 
taking in William English. 
The Third Quarter comprises the north and 
northwest part, taking in Nilson, Shearer, 
Dunkin Quinton and Robert Lamberton, then 
turning north tollowing ye road from ye 
Meeting house as it goes to Ta~kles, and 
so all the north side ot Ware river. 
The Fourth and Last Quarter is the southwest 
corner following ye line of ye northeast 
corner as it goes by Glaesfor_d 1 s, and follow-
ing ye road by ye Meeting house, and all south 
and west ot ye road that goes to Tackels. 
that each quarter meet together, and appoint 
some convenient place within the same to 
keep school in, as they please, and most 
convenient for them; and after they have had 
ye school so long as to spend their share of 
ye money they apply to 'ye treasurer tor the 
same--provided ye school be kept between this 
time and next March. And it either ot ye 
Quarters neglect to lay out its share or the 
money before March next, it is not to have 
the benefit of it; but said sum is to be 
kept in the treasury as a supply tor ye 
1.5 
1 
next year ot school.'! 
The sum ot 10 pounds, 14 shillings, 4 pence was granted to 
carry out this plan ot a school. This amount continued to be 
the annual grant until 1769, wnen it was raised to 13 pounds, 6 
shillings, 8 pence. Schoolmasters only were employed, and it 
was the custom tor the same master to teach the school provided 
in the several ~uarters, a term ot six weeks or two months in 
each successively, going the round in six or eight months, and 
constituting what was known then as a •moving school•. Teach-
ers• wages were low, and continued to be tor many years. 
It was a serious problem to decide who should be in charge 
of erecting the. schoolhouses, and Just where they should be 
placed. The first attempt to settle this question was made in 
1758, six years after a school was set in operation, when 
Samuel Frost, John King, William McClanathan and Seth Shaw were I 
cnosen "a committee to settle a schoolhouse in each quarter--it 
l the people cannot agree among themselves--at the quarters cost•~ 
Kowever, conflicting interests could not agree, and the vote was 
-
not carried into ettect. Nine years later, in 17o7, the town 
voted to raise by assessment bO pounds, to be expended in build-
ing a schoolhouse in each district tor keeping a school. They 
also established a committee made up of Ens. Samuel Shaw, David 
Spear, James Brackenridge, Thomas King, James Smith, Jun. and 
1. Temple, History ot Palmer, p. 289. 
2. Ibid., p. 291. 
16 
Robert Ferrill, to plot a place in each district to build a 
schoolhouse on, when it happened that either ot the districts 
could not agree on a place themselves. If any district neglec-
ted to ouild a schoolhouse when duly warned, the committee was 
directed .to build a schoolhouse tor such district, and each 
district would have all the money assessed on them in the usual 
form. Schoolhouses were built in most of the districts soon 
after this date, although the schoolhouse in the Center was not 
finished until 1782. The school buildings of those days were ot 
a very primitive pattern, containing a single low room with a 
1 huge fireplace located in the end opposite the teacher's desk. 
The seats were made of slabs with uneven side turned down and · " 
held by strong standards driven into auger holes. The forms for 
the larger pupils were of long strips of partially dressed 
boards, on which their books could be placed. There was no de-
mand tor an elaborate system ot ventilation, tor the huge tire-
place and the open cracks in the unplaetered walls afforded all 
the needed requisites for the free passage of air--both hot and 
cold! The log schoolhouses had come at last, located in the 
tour quarters ot the town, with one teacher fo~ all, teaching in 
rotation, the younger children attending in the summer and the 
older boys and girls in the Winter--young men and women they 
should be called, for they were often 20 years of age. They 
were taught only the ruder elements of knowledge, limited to 
reading, spelling, writing and ciphering. Grammar and geography 
1. Copeland. A ~istory of aampden County, Mass. p. 154. 
17 
came years later. The teacher of those days was always a man, 
and it required no small tact on hie part to manage his school, 
as it sometimes happened that the teacher who had incurred the 
ill-will of any considerable number of his pupils wouldf1nd him-
self •suddenly outside of the schoolhouse with an enforced warn• 
. 1 
ing not to return, or with any empty schoolhouse to teach." 
1. 0. P. Allen. 
Printing, 1898. 
Palmer History Gleanings, _Palmer Register 
Palmer, Massachusetts. p. 6. 
; ... 
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CiiAPT:£& III 
TWE DISTRICT SCaOOLS 
In early times, the selectmen had charge of' the schools un-
less the town chose a special committee for that purpose. After 
regular school districts were established, the town would either 
appoint a committeeman tor each of' the several quarters or it 
would be lett to the district to manage the schools and pay the 
teachers. The following report indicates that the town elected 
a committee whose duties were in part similar to those ot a 
modern school committee, as early as 178b. The bill tor ser-
vices tor these .inspectors, found among the papers in the town 
house, has some historical value. 
Palmer, May the 17, 1787 
uwhereas the town ot Palmer in the Past have chose 
we the su·bscribere a Comi te to Inspect into the affairs 
of the town of Palmer Consarning the Schools and other 
affairs which we have Don as we have Exebated to the 
town which we have ep(lnt two days ana. a halt J;h of us 
which we charge the town o shillings J;ach of' us LO: 18: 
Joshua Shaw l 1 
Robert aunter) ComiteU 
David King ) 
Similar committees were appointed from time to time, and 
performed these same services, but no other bills happened to 
~ be found. In 1805, an article was inserted in the town warrant 
1. Temple. aistory of the Town of Palmer, Mass. P• 294. 
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~ 
to chose a School Committee to inspect the schools ot the town. 
No mention is made again ot a school committee until 1811, when 
one man in each school district was chosen to employ school-
masters, and set up a school in his ~istrict, and another group 
made up a committee to .examine school masters and inspect and 
examine tne schools. The next year a district commlttee ot 
eight was chosen to employ school masters and set up schools. 
In 1810, Aaron Merrick, a long time resident ot Palmer died. I, 
Xn his will he had set aside the sum ot $500, to be kept on in- I 
I terest forever, and the interest to go to the Town ot Palmer to 
the support ot schooling. This interest was to be paid to the 
town witnin two years ot his death, and was first paid to the 
town in 1~12. It has been on interest since then, and is added 
yearly to the town 1 s school tunds. The tirst mention ot school 
mistresses, or female teachers in our town records is in 1813, 
when the Reverend Simeon Colton was chosen to examine school 
masters and school mistresses. 
In 1839 the town voted to have the several school districts 
select and contract tor their own teachers. One ot the eta-
tutes ot the Commonwealth provided that the school committees 
should make an annual report on the state ot the public schools 
during the year, and this was done each year by the various 
commit~ees. ~ach committee man reported faithfully on the 
I school he had charge ot and the teachers employed there. 
By 1850, the population had increased to such an extent in 
Palmer due to the prosperity ot the mills in the villages, that 
20 
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it was necessary to open three more District Schools. 
The town voted in 1851 to raise $600 to· support a high 
school, to be kept the first six months in Thorndike, then 
three months at the Depot, and three months at Three Rivers, 
provided a suitable place was provided at the village, free of 
charge. 
The school committees took their Annual Report to the 
people very seriously. Following is a part of the Seventeenth 
Annual Report, which bears this out. 
"That the greatest diffusion of knowledge among the 
ranks in society is an object greatly to be desired, 
is too late to question in this country. It is left 
for other nations less enlightened and virtuous to 
act upon the principle that the great mass must be 
held in chanins of ignorance, to make them good 
subjects of legislation, and the tools of ambition 
and tyranny. The better educated a people become, 
the more powerful, virtuous, and happy they will 
be. Every citizen who desires social happiness; peace, 
and prosperity, is interested in the cause of education. 
Every possessor of property has his interest promoted, 
and his security increased by the general diffusion 
of knowledge. Then, quoting the late Secretary of 
State, Massachusetts' most honored and able states-
man, whose death the nation still mourns--in speaking 
of the policy of this state in regard to public 
schools and the general diffusion of knowledge: 
"For the purpose of public instruction, we hold every 
man subject to taxation in proportion to his prop-
erty; and we look not to the question whether he 
himself have or have not children to be benefitted 
by the education for which he pays. We regard it as 
a wise and liberal system of police by which prop-
erty and life, and the peace of society are secured 
•••••••• We hope for a security beyond the law, and 
above the law, in the prevalence of enlightened and 
well principled moral sentiment •••••••• It is thepoor 
man's undoubted birthright--it is the great blessing 
which the Constitution has secured to him--it is his 
solace in life--and it may well be his consolation 
in death, that his country stands pledged by the 
faith which it has plighted to all its citizens, 
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to protect his children from ignorance, barbarity and 
vice. ttl 
A special vote of the town in 1854 requested the rearrange-
~ ment ot some of the districts, or a change in boundary lines, to 
reduce the number of schools to be taken care of, and in this 
way, to reduce tne number of districts. lowever the proprie-
tors of the Districts Nos. S, o, 7, and 11 refused to change at 
this time although there were only 7 pupils at District 9 and 
11 enrolled at District No. 11. 
At this time it was decided to list the numbers of the 
various Districts by which they were usually designated in the 
Annual Report of the School Committee, tor the convenience ot 
the townspeople: 
No. 1 
No. 2 
No. J 
No. 4 
No. S 
No. o 
No. 7 
Mo. 8 
No. 9 
No. 10. 
No. 11 
No. 12 
No. 13 
110ld Center• 
IIThree Rivers• 
11 Depot" 
11Mason 1 
1 Foster 11 
11 Burley" 
"Shaw 11 
11 Dr. Shearer" 
11 Gamwell" 
•Bondsville" 
11 llastings 11 
II Thorndike II 
1 Duckv111e• 
A suggestion was made that· ... ' the people visit the schools 
more o~ten, so that, if preJudices w~re raised by false reports, 
they could be removed, and in ·this way, "Abused minds may be 
. ~ . ': . 
... -
disabused, and friends and parents might learn that what was 
1. Report ot the School Committee of the Town ot Palmer, Massa-
cnusetts. March. 1853. Springfield, Mass., George W. Wilson's 
Steam Power Press. 185). p. 4. 
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complained of by inexperienced youth, could be, and often was, 
what they might hi ghly approve. nl 
A course of study was recommended for educating teachers 
for the district schools. It was to be held in the high school, 
and required three years attendance from the time of admittance, 
for a graduation certificate in the English studies, and at 
least five years' study for a certificate for graduation in the 
English or classical studies. 2 Preference was given graduates 
of this school in the employment of teachers in the town 
schools, as the comndttee felt that in this way uniformity of 
scholarship and the modes of conducting the schools could be 
attained. Up to this time, each school was taught more or less 
on an individual basis. 
Following is a typical report from District No. 12 by the 
committeeman assigned there: 
"Third Division--~.Uss Emerancy Howard, Teacher--There 
have been three terms of this school, as of the other 
divisions of the district, and during the same sea-
sons of the year. The three terms were by the same 
teacher. Mr. Hine made the first and second visita-
tions of the sumrne r term, and what he says of that 
second visitation of the summer term, and what he 
says of that is equally true of each of the others. 
He writes,--'The teacher of the third division has a 
large and difficult school. Some too young and small 
--enough in the alphabet for one. She is a laborious 
and faithful teacher•. 
To gain some idea of the task of this teacher, let 
any person i magine himself shut up with seventy 
little wild Irish and French children; untamed as 
young colts, and many of them unable to understand 
1. Town of Palmer~ Annual Report of the School Committee_, 1854, 
Gordon M. l 1'1sk, Printer, Palmer, Mass. 1e54. p. 6. 
2. Ibid. p. 5. 
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a word spoken to them; engaged in the very laudable 
work of trying to teach them to read and spell the 
English language, and to behave like good children; 
that person will have a very correct idea of the 
reality. It is enough to say that _ such has been 
the position, and such the labor or Miss H., and that 
her charge made smm progress in the right direction. til 
A set of Rules and Regulations for the Guidance or Teach-
ers in the schools was adopted in 1856,--also a Register of 
Attendance and Deportment, and a Record of Scholarship. Teach• 
era also started giving diplomas for perfec.t attendance and non-
tardiness at this time. 
Every report before this had been filled with laments from 
the committee about absenteeism and tardiness, and this commit-
tee thought the idea of diplomas might work out well. It did, 
as attendance and scholarship improved. The schools in the Dis-
tricts No. 2,3, and 12 were now graded schools. The pupils 
took examinations on the first day of school to decide in what 
grade they would be placed. It had been the custom to classiry 
l the pupi~s according to age and size. Teachers up to this time 
had been hired by the District Committees, or Prudential Com-
mittees of each District, who were not. responsible to the Town 
for the success or failure of the teachers they engaged.2 
This schoolcommittee recommended that the hiring of teach-
ers be lert in the hands of a committee chosen for that purp-ose, 
1. Annual Reports of the SCHOOL COMMITTEE and of the RECEIPTS I 
AND EXPENDITURES of the TOWN OF PALMER, for the year endin__g 
March 12th, lb55. Palmer. Gordon M. Fisk, Printer. lb55. p. 11. 
12. George H. Martin. Evolution of the Massachusetts Public 
School System. New York. D. Appleton and Co., 1894. p. 202. 
24 
as a remark by Horace Mann, that "the Prudential Committee and 
the ~uperintending Committee are different parts ot the same 
body, and if they are not animated by the same common spirit, 
either one can defeat the most praiseworthy ettorts ot the 
1 
otheru, proved too often to be the case when the hiring ot 
teac.ners was done. 
School books were to be bought by the town also, so that a 
systematic course of study could be adopted from the primary 
classes up to the hign school. The books supplied by the 
school committee to the scholars were to be kept at the school, 
and taken home only tor overnight study. Globes costing three 
dollars were bought tor all the schools, to give the pupils a 
better understanding of geography, an~ ot the earth 1 s surface. 
The town this same year decided to dispense with the high school. 
as it had been run, to try raising the grades of two ot the 
District schools to the standard re~uired by Law for High 
Schools, and. in accordance w1 th the statute authorizing 1 t. 
This experiment proved a failure, however, and the high school 
was started again and held at Four Corners the next year. 
In an effort to get the townspeople to do away with the 
district system, the Report of 1856 explained that it cost no 
more to support a school of twenty-five pupils than it did one 
of seven or eight, and that it was easier to have a good school 
with the first number than with the latter. The smaller the 
1. Town of Palmer - Annual Report of the School Committee 18'1f 
, Palmer, Mass. Fisk & Goff, Printers. 1856. p. 4. 
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number of scholars in a District, the less interest there ap-
peared to be among the inhabitants in their school. They suf-
fered their schoolhouses to go unrepaired and neglected until in 
some instances "They have become more appropriate for pig pens 
than schoolhouses ; ~ 1 Some ot these Districts would either have 
to build new houses or give up their schools altogether. 
The committee of 1858 noted the increased interest of the 
people in the Districts where a change was contemplated, and the 
larger attendance at their schools. Fearful lest the school 
should go, the parents felt the need of retaining it. They 
kept their children in school through the three terms, a most 
unusual occurrence, as it was the custom to start children in 
school, but to let them stay out on any pretext, especially the 
last term, when examinations were due. Business was not very 
good this year so more children were at school. The repairing 
ot schoolhouses and the furnishings of appearances were, in a 
majority of cases in the districts, entirely neglected because 
they were dependent on the slow movements ot a District, and the 
existence ot harmonious feeling. The report complained that 
"in most districts there are two or three parties 
ono favorable to modern improvements and willing to 
pay their proportional part of the taxes for any-
thing that will add to the facilities for ·educating 
their children. Another party opposes everything 
out the bare necessities, appealing to the past 
history ot education to strengthen its position. 
A third party, perhaps who has no CKILDREN, and 
1. Annual Reports of the School Committee and the Receipt and 
Expenditures of the Town of Palmer. Mass., 1856. Fisk & Goff, 
Printers, Palmer, Mass. p. 4. 
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possessed ot a miserly spirit, takes no interest 
whatever in the affairs of the school until the 
test question ot money is raised, when he generally 
appears in sufficient numbers to quash all progres-
sive measures. And even, it it is voted to build or 
repair the schoolhouse, tfe burden falls upon the 
few real estate holders." 
The Report went on: 
u •••••• No expense or effort was deemed too great 
in training the youth of Sparta for War, and those 
deeds of Valor and Daring which have made the Repub-
lic of Greece renowned in the annals of history. The 
State expected much of their sons, and she was liberal 
in. her provisions for their successful education. 
Should our efforts be less earnest and liberal in pre-
paring American youth, not tor conquest, or the glory 
ot War, but tor the ricner conquest of intellectual 
and civil life, which are soon to devolve upon them? 
The MORAL as well as the intellectual should be care-
tully attended to by parents, teachers, and committee, 
tor they cannot be safely dissevered and especially 
during the inexperience of youth. Let an irreproach-
able character, then, be one and not the least of the 
requirements demanded of all who propose to instruct 
your children. A failure here, will be seen in subse-
quent years, though undiscovered now. Its baleful 
shadow will reach. forward and fall around their matur-
ity, dwarfing its manliness. Be as~ured the seed sown, 
will produc.e trui t after its kind. 11 
Eleven men were cnosen for the school committee in 1859--
tour for three years, three for two years, and tour for one yea, 
This same year Palmer had her first Superintendent of Schools, 
Mr. ~. H. Watrous. It was suggested the school bell be pur-
chased tor District Number 13 and rung at school hours to warn 
the pupils of the time. Influenced no doubt by the ourdens 
1. Annual Reports of the School Committee and the Receipts & 
EXPenditures ot the Town of Palmer. Mass •• March 1858. Spring-
field, Mass., Samuel ~owles and Company, Printera. 1858. p.lO. 
2. IE.!9:.·' p. 1). 
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imposed by the demands of the government for maintaining the 
war, the town felt the need or retrenchment in 18o2 and voted 
4lt to raise only $~00 to maintain ~ graded school in each ot the 
tour villages. Mr. Daniel Granger was now the superintendent, 
and had the difficult task of getting tuition money trom the 
town of Monson tor the scholars who attended our District Schoo 
No. 8, or the Bliss District, as it was now called. Monson was 
willing to pay if she had any money lett from her other bills. 
The Committee decided in 18o5 to discontinue the practice 
ot givlng praise or censor in their Annual Reports to the dif-
ferent teachers, lest an inJustice be done to some ot the teach 
ers. Within a few years Palmer had expended more money in 
building large and commodious schoolhouses ·than any other town 
in Western Massachusetts, according to this report. The vil-
lages of ~he Depot, Three Rivers, Thorndike and Bondsville now 
had schoolhouses capable of accommodating 250 to 300 scholars. 
They had. cost around $18,000. District No. 3, Palmer, had 
built two schoolhouses during the year, one at the Depot Village 
costing $4,oOO, after much pressure had been put on the district 
because of the frightful condition of the old school,--and the 
other at Blanchardville, costing $1,325. The three terms ot the 
graded schools were now lengthened to three months each. Sar-
gent's Series of Readers which had been in use in the schools 
for thirteen years, were now discarded for a new type of litera-
ture put out by the same company. 
- - - -·--·.===~== 
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Competent female teachers could now be secured from $25 to 
$28 per month, and by 18oo the graded schools were under temale 
teachers. 
The town was again earnestly urged to abolish the district 
school system, or by the Law of the Commonwealth, to take effec 
in 1869, they would forfeit a large part of their share in the 
school fund. 
There were. graded schools in all the villages in 1868, and 
the school committee had decided to reestablish the high school 
at the Depot village. 
---=- ------- == -~=~-= =--,.-==-== -"--=-= ==-
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CJiAPTER IV 
SCKOOL DISTRICT SYSTEM ABOLISHED 
By the Act of the Legislature of 1869, Chapter 110, the 
old district system of town schools was abolished, and all the 
public schools throughout the State put in charge of the school 
committees of the several towns. As the schoolhouses in our 
districts were the property of each district, an appraisal ot 
these schoolhouses was necessary before the town took posses-
sion. ~nos Calkins, Gamaliel Collins, Wilson Brainard, 
E. B. Gates, G. w. Randall of Palmer, and K. F. Brown ot Brim-
field, William Kent of Wilbraham and Henry Basset of Ware were 
appointed a committee to appraise the different school proper-
ties. 
Their report, dated July 9, is as follows: 
District No. 1 Center, house, land, etc. $ 20.00 
II No. 2 Three Rivers, house, land, etc. 4138.00 
il No. 3 Depot Village, house, land, etc. 4444.00 
li No. 4 Blanchardville house, land, etc. 1477.00 
II No. 5 Mason, house, land, etc 428.00 
II No. 0 Foster, house, land, etc. 427.00 
Jl- No. 7 Burley, house, land, etc. 70.00 
• No. 8 Shearer, house, land, etc. 40.00 
u No. 9 Gamwell, house, land, etc. 17,5.00 
II No. 10 Duckville, house, land, etc. 3758.00 
II No. 11 Hastings, house, land, etc. 175.00 
II No. 12 Thorndike, house, land, etc. 42 o.oo 
19,562.00 
1. Temple. Kistory of the Town of Palmer, Mass. p. 293· 
1 
1 
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The town became the owner of the schoolhouses, and paid each 
district for them according to their valuation, and each tax-
payer was credited the amount due him on his tax bill. The 
whole matter of providing accommodations for the schools of the 
town was now left with the school committee and the selectmen. 
!The schoolhouses in the villages of Palmer, Thorndike, Three 
Rivers and Bondsville were retained and occupied and so were 
some of tne 1 out 1-Distriets, but Nos. o, 8, and 9 were sold, and 
a few new ones were built, for the better convenience ot the 
neighborhoods. 
In this same year, Miss c. E. Kill was chosen to fill a va-
cancy on the school committee. She was the first woman in West-
ern Massachusetts on a school board. 1 
The next year the Old Center school was moved to a corner 
lot, and the Foster schoolhouse moved up near Newells Pond 
(Forest Lake section) to better accommodate the scholars from 
the Foster and Kasting Districts. This was called the .Whiting 
District later on. A new schoolhouse was erected near c. B. 
Shaw's house in the Shaw District--a house 18 by 26 feet and 
costing $700. 
A book, "Rules and Regulations for the Public Schools 8 was 
issued and sent to all the schools by the committee of 1874. 
The studies required in the different grades were given, also 
outlines in reading, spel1ing, writing, arithmetic, geography, 
1. Temple. P• 297. 
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grammar, history, declamation and composition. 1 
In 1874 the high school was established on a permanent ba-
sis in the Depot village, and a regular four-year course of 
study was arranged, including an English and classical course, 
adapted to fit pupils for business or college. The system of 
graded schools at the four villages was revised to fit their 
needs. This included one or more primary and intermediate de-
partments, and a grammar department. Pupils passed from the 
lower to the higher grades by graduation; and from the grammar 
schools to the high school. The school committee now felt they 
could "see the end from the beginning, and need to waste no time 
on distracting questions of foundation and plan." 2 
The high school graduated its first class in 1877.3 
Headway had also been made on combining some of the dis-
tricts, as children from the Burley, No. 6, and Shearer, No. 8, 
were now accommodated in the Palmer and Three Rivers schools, 
respectively. Those of the Gamwell District attended Powers 
Corner, Brimfield, and Palmer paid tuition to Brimfield for 
them. The Whiting District now included the former Hastings, 
No. ll and the Foster, No. 5. 
1. Annual Report of the School Committee and the Receipts and 
Expenditures of the Town of Palmer, March 1~75. Palmer, Mass. 
Journal Press. G. M. Fisk and Company. 1~74. p. 10 • 
. ~ 2. Annual Report of the School Committee, 1874 
3. Copeland. p. 154. 
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There were nineteen schools in session during the school 
year of 1875. The "out-districttt schools were kept up as usual 
and one male teacher was employed in each of the villages. 
The committee this year, while having no 11penchant"1 for 
graded schools, and properly speaking maintaining no such 
schools, nevertheless was forced into the measure of separat-
ing the whole number of scholars in each of the villages into 
three or four divisions, which it loosely called grades, because 
of the large enrollment in all of the schools. The committee 
felt it was impracticable for a large number of scholars in all 
stages of progress, to pursue their studies together, and recita l 
to the same teacher. 
The law of 1876 forbidding the employment of children be-
tween the ages of 10 and 14 years increased the school popula-
tion of Three Rivers and Thorndike tremendously, as no child 
under 14 could be employed except during vacations of the pub-
lic schools. 2 The majority of these children had been employed 
in the mills as soon as they were old enough. This new law 
made it necessary to build new schools at Thorndike, (1880), 
Three Rivers (1882) and a new school at the Wire Mill section 
of Depot Village (1883) to care for the increased population in 
that section. In 1881, a new two-room school building was also 
built in the upper village of Thorndike on land furnished by 
1. Annual Report of the School Co1nmittee of the Town of Palmer. 
March, 1875. Journal Press. G. M. Fisk & Co. 1875. p. 28. 
2. Annual Report of the School Committee. 1876. 
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I the Thorndike Company for that purpose. The School Committee 
placed sets of maps, globes, charts and dictionaries in the 
schools as aids to education. The new school built at School 
Street in Palmer in 1882 contat ned 6 rooms and had its yard 
~ divided by a fence, so that 11 the sexes are separated during the 
recreation hours."1 One room of this building was used by the 
1
hi gh school this year. 
Six lectures were given in drawing by a profes sor from the 
State Normal Art School, as a practical aid in the study of the 
!ordinary branches at teachers' meetings. Three Rivers schools 
I 
1
were still so crowded it was necessary to use the Baptist 
Church vestry for classes in 1883. While no radical changes in 
the old methods of instruction were made, the co~nittee noted 
the i mprovement in the schools since more oral work was re-
lquested. The old Payson, Dunton & Scribners' Writing Book was 
replaced by the Business Standard, and the Franklin Series 
supplemented by the Honroe. 
The "out-districts" as they were called, the Shaw, Shorley, 
Whiting , and Mason were still being retained. 
An Act of the Legislature of 1884, compelled the towns to 
furnish scholars, free of expense, al l textbooks and school sup-
plies. Bookcases were put in all the rooms as a result to care 
for this added equipment. Finding that some of the old-fash- .. -
lioned benches and straight-backed narrow seats still remained in 
I 
I 
II 
1. Annual Report of the School Committee, Palmer, Mass. March, 
1880. p. 15. 
several or the older schoolhouses in town~ the school committee 
"believing it an act ot justice to the scholars in the out-
districts to remove these 1relics of by-gone days' ordered their 
1 
replacement with the modern desks and. seats~'! 
The schools were extended to n~ne months in 1886 with the 
high school term one month longer. 
Manikins were placed in the high school for the study of 
physiology in 1888. The schools were visited by an agent ot the 
State Board of Education and approved this year, also. 
The next year an influx of children of French extraction in 
the village schools was noted. 
The cost of textbooks was steadily increasing. New geogra-
phies, Warrens' New, replaced Karpers. A new school ot six 
rooms was ~uilt in Bondsville in 1892, and included slate black-
board surtaces. 
In 18o9 a law had be~n passed that included the right of 
school committees to expend money to provide conveyances for 
children to and from public school. This money was to be raised 
by taxation. This movement was started in Concord in 1881, and 
d proved successful. Palmer now used it to secure the trans-
ortation of the children of the various districts to the vi1-
2 lage schools. 
Annual Report of the School Wommittee, Palme~Mass. March 
p. 10. 
Annual Report ot the School Committee, Palme; Mass. 1893 • 
• 7. 
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The next year the school board decided to simply approve all 
school bills, itemize them and turn them over to the town treas-
urer for payment. The school committee up to this time had paid 
its own bills. By using this system it was hoped to minimize 
mistakes. 
Mr. Walter K. Small the superintendent in 1894-95 had intro-
duced some changes. One change was that all applicants for 
t t achers' positions had to undergo an examination, and in the 
J dgment of the committee, be qualified for the position. Form-
e ly this had been looked upon as the privilege or prerequisite 
o ~ the individual member of the school board, and this method 
s, of course, liable to grave abuses, members of the school 
1 
ards being only human. The report of this year stated that 
e town of Palmer spent more for educational purposes in pro-
rtion to its valuation, than any other town in the state. 2 
new system for teacher-training was also devised by which four 
o the high school graduates, whose records were satisfactory, 
secure a thorough training in the very school where atter-
rds their services could be utilized. At the cost ot $3 per 
ek, for each pupil-teacher (4 of the high school graduates), 
the town furnished the very education that experience bad proved 
most useful tor young teachers, combining both theory and prac-
tice. At the same time, they were securing competent teachers 
and giving to the children of our own citizens, opportunities 
1. Geo. H. Martin. The Evolution of the Massachusetts Public 
School System. New York. D. Appleton and Company, 1894. p. 202 
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that would otherwise go to non-residents. The student-teacher 
spent the full school session in the room assigned to her; 
studying the methods of the room teacher, and teaching at least 
one class each session, and pursuing under the direction of the 
superintendent, a systematic course of study. They all met on 
one Friday each month for study and examination. It was not 
equivalent to a Normal Course, but it prepared them for school 
duties better than the old district school experience, as had 
been the custom. , Slates were also discarded at this time, the 
school year lengthened from 36 to 38 weeks, and teachers were 
given a raise in pay. Principalships were given to women. This 
practice was found to be very satisfactory, as the salaries paid 
them were too low to attract good men teachers. Mr. Small in-
corporated in his report this bit ot advice 11 The work otthe 
higher grades is to teach scientific knowledge; the work of the 
lower grades is to teach the facts upon which that scientific 
knowledge is based, as the schools should be regarded as one, 
and not several,u quoting from a high school survey made by 
Mr. George R. Martin, then a member of the Massachusetts State 
1 Board ot ~ducation. 
ae also held teachers' meetings twice a month. Added to his 
report were outlines of history tor the grades from 4-9; geogra-
phy from grades 3-9; spelling from grades 1~9, and the request 
that civil government be added to the history course. A new law 
Palmel) 
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passed in 1894 made school attendance compulsory for children 
!between the ages or 8 through 14, unless they attended private 
school. They were to enter the town schools the first month of 
the fall term, and continue for 30 weeks, with an absence of two 
weeks permitted for the school year. Penalty for each 5 days' 
excess, except for sickness was $20.1 
The cornnittee through the past few years, had been working 
on a plan to admit the elementary scholars to the high school 
without special examination. ~uoting Mr. Martin again, on 
admission to high schools through examinations, 
. "The custom of admitting by special examination 
is open to grave objections. It makes an unnatural 
break in the school course. It offers to them a 
convenient stopping place, and suggests to them a 
completion of school work. More than this, the exam-
ination serves to repel them. They have passed from 
grade to grade without formality and without fric-
tion. Now they are put into a strange place before 
strange people and subjected to a test wh ich, being 
new, seems more formidable than it really is ••••••• 
It is no test of fidelity nor of the degree of cul-
ture to which the pupils have attained. 11 2 
Each year, less importance had been attached to the 
special examination, and more to the year's work of the pupil. 
So, in August, 1895, the committee voted "That ninth grade 
grammar pupils, ort the successful completion of the course, be 
graduated with diplomas, said diplomas being also certificates 
of entrance to the high school.n3 
1. Annual ReEort. 1895. p. 35. 
2. Annual Re;eort. 1896 . p. 20. 
3. Ibid. :p. 20. 
There were twenty-six teacher's meetings during the year. 
Single entry bookkeeping was added to the ninth grade etudiee, 
two lessons per week. Vertical writing was put lnto the first 
tour grades in place ot the tormer slant writing~ This method 
was tried out in the higher grades, and found very successful, 
as it was more legible. Mise N. M. Mahoney, the tirst drawing 
instructor in the town was hired. in 1895 at a salary ot $400 and 
gave her outline tor the schools in the annual report. 
A new school had to be built in Thorndike in 1897 to accom-
modate . the children there, as Thorndike at this time was a very 
thriving and prosperous community. 
School children trom Palmer Center and the Shorley District 
were now transported to the Thorndike school in the interest ot 
jeconomy. Kowever, the next year tound these same district 
!schools reopened after a full discussion between the school 
I board and the families of the children concerned. Teachers• 
meetings had been very succeestul, and twenty-eix had been held 
during the year. The· superintendent approved the idea ot keep.. 
ing the primary rooms at forty pupils, and planned to refuse any 
new entrants after the second month ot the school year. 
Frye's geographies were now used instead ot Warren 1 s, and 
new outlines prepared. 
The study ot vocal music was introduced into the school 
system this year under Miss Joanna V. Cantwell ot Monson, at a 
salary ot $400 per year. A complete music outline tor the year 
1was printed in the report. 
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The superintendent deplored the large number ot dismissals 
tor 1imusic lessons" and 11 to carry dinners". However he con-
sidered these reasonable causes, but urged that the time be re-
Cl.uced. 1 
Mr. w. B. Small lett the superintendency here to go to the 
Chelsea schools in 1897 and Mr. A. C. Thompson vas chosen to 
succeed him witn the added duty ot serving as the Principal ot 
the Bigh School. 
Miss Gertrude M. Robinson was hired in 1898 as the drawing 
instructor, and included her outline tor the year in the annual 
school report. 
A new school census was taken for the first time in Septem-
ber 1899· (Chapter 496, Acts ot 1898, Section lJ.) The figures 
in the superintendent's reports relative to the number ot chil-
dren in town are taken from tnie report. School attendance 
facts for the State Department are also determined from these 
attendance facts. 
School accommodations tor this year were: 
lligh School 
De.pot Village 
Thorndike 
Three Rivers 
Bondsville 
D.istrict Schools 
Supervisor in Music 
Supervisor in Drawing. 
Teachers Employed 
Superintendent ot Schools 
wno is also principal ot the 
high school. 
4 teachers 
7 schools 
b 
5 
5 
b 
34 
1. Annual Report ot School Committee. 1897· p. 11. 
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Total enrollment ot pupils tor school year 1899-1304.1 
Pupil enrollment was still on the increase, as the mills i · 
~· the villages were prospering. This made it necessary to open a 
room in the Opera mouse to relieve the Depot Village, and to 
reopen the school at Blanchardville. Three Rivers needed a new 
room opened as more than 80 pupils were registered for the firs 
grade there. The Wire Mill in the .Depot Village was to hire .. 
more men, and that meant more children in that school. Almost 
all the .teachers, including the superintendent, had attended 
summer school the previous summer, and took educational papers, 
showing there was a •spirit ot progression' in the teaching 
I torce.~ Most of tne teachers in the system were normal school 
graduates, or had training nearly as equivalent. An effort was 
made to interest pupils in elementary science, or nature study. 
A law ot the commonwealth required the instruction in the in-
jurious effects or alcohol and narcotics upon the human system. 
Algebra was introduced into the ninth grade this year, enough 
to enable the pupils to apply it in the solution ot mathemat-
ical problems. 
1. Annual Report of School Committee. March 1899· p. 51 
2. Ibid. p. 22. 
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CHAPTER V 
THE SOKOOLS FROM 1900 to 1950. 
The next fifty years, from 1900 to 1950, held 'many changes 
for the elementary schools. As the cotton mills prospered, so 
did the school system. 
A new brick school was built in the Depot Village in 1900. 
Evening schools were started this year, with two in Three 
Rivers, one in Bondsville, and one in Thorndike; reading and 
writing were the chief subjects taught. 
In his annual report, 0uperintendent Thompson included the 
ideals ot school policy ae outlined by the State Board ot Educa-
tion: 
·
111. i:ducation is more than an individual, ·family, 
or school district,-~it concerns the town and the state. 
2. The schools do not exist to furnish places for 
relatives and friends of the appointing power, or tor 
the residents of a locality,--they exist for the wel-
fare of the children and the community. 
3· The supreme need of any school is that of 
the thoroughly competent ~nd wise te~cher. 
4. No pains should be spared by the State to 
train teachers for their responsible work. 
5. .School buildings should be the highest ex-
pression of sanitary and educational wisdom, as well 
as of civic pride. 
b. The avenues of ascent through the schools 
even to the college doors should be open and free to 
the poorest child. Secondary as well as elementary 
I 
I 
~ 
r 
1. 
education should therefore be fostered. 
?. The prosperity of the State, materially, 
politically, morally, is vitally related to the pros-
perity of the schools. 
8. It is the right of children to have their 
childhood reserved for its natural employments,--play, 
recreation, schooling, and such lighter forme of work 
as children can do without loss of childhood's privi-
leges. Thrusting them prematurely into factory life 
or any life akin to that, is an abuse of children, and 
an injury to the State not to be tolerated. 
9· Kabitual absenteeism or truancy works harm 
both to the child and to the State, and should be 
stopped. 
10. The smallest and poorest towns should have 
good schools as well as the largest and wealthiest. 
11. The State should insist in its laws on such 
schooling. 
12. The main dependence of the schools for 
support should be local taxation. 
13. Where local taxation goes as far as it 
ought, and yet fails to provide enough to insure 
good schools, the State should aid in securing the 
needed efficiency. 
14. By as much as human minds and souls trans-
cend in value the products of human hands, by so much 
does the need of the schools for competent supervision 
transcend the need of the factory. No sane corpora-
tion would let its workshop drift, and no sane commun-
ity should let its schools drift, without a directing 
and unifying head. 
The realization of these ideals should be 
our united endeavor. There is not one of them which 
bas not been realized, in a measure, in the schools 
of the State and of our town; not one of them which 
has not, in a measure, been sinned against, and not 
one of the$., therefore, which the ~eople can afford 
to drop from the earnest thought•. 
Town of Palmer School ReEort, 1900, Palmer, Massachusetts. 
p. J4. 
The next year, the school committee thought it advisable tol 
appoint Mr. F. Wilder Crose as principal for the high school, 
and to retain Mr. Thompson as superintendent, as hie work had 
been so efficient, and could become more efficient with more 
time at his disposal. Miss Abbie J. Gannett gave a few lessons 
in physical culture through the school system which proved help-
ful to both the teachers and the pupils. 
It was the custom to discuss briefly in the annual report, 
some educational topic, and the one of 1901 dwelt at some 
length on the advantages of vertical writing, as taught in the 
schools. 
The drawing supervisor, Mise Grace Kackett, added mechan-
ical drawing and design to the freehand course, and held an 
exhibition in each village. Pictures were bought and hung in 
the various schools under her supervision. 
The music supervisor introduced 11 Weaver•s Individual 
Sight-Singing Method 1 , and was very enthusiastic about its suc-
cess in the grades. "Educational Music Readers", "Music Kistory 
LeatletsN and the 1 Blue Song Book•, were also added to her 
course. 
Mr. iarold Dean succeeded Mr. Thompson as superintendent in 
1902. 
The Thorndike fire ot 1903 destroyed the practically new 
wooden school, and a new brick one was ereo.ted in its place as 
soon as possible. The introduction of plan books proved to be 
a great help not only to the teachers, but to the substitute 
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teachers, visiting teachers, and the superintendent in learning 
the scope of the work for the day. 
In keeping with a growing sentiment in the country that 
1 greater use should be made of the beautiful buildings occupied 
j by the schools for so few hours daily, since they involved such 
1 a great outlay in their construction, two tree lectures were 
given in the hall of the Palmer school under the auspices ot the 
Woman's Club. Through the courtesy of Judge T. W. Kenefick, 
, Mr. D. F. Dillon and Mr. ~. E. Kobson, the superintendent was 
able to otter to the pupils of the high school and the ninth 
grade, a course of three lectures upon Town, County, and State 
Government. 
Branch libraries were established in the school buildings 
of Thorndike, Three Rivers and Bondsville, and used as reading 
rooms tor the pupils. The Palmer children had the privilege of 
using the Palmer Library on Central Street. 
Superintendent Dean in his report, urged the town to pay 
their teachers more money for their work, cited $380 as the 
maximum salary paid grade teachers, and told of the many obli-
gations that must be met by this small salary. 
The District schools at this time were Forest Lake, Mason, 
Palmer Center, and Shorley. The Wire Mill school was also 
classed as a District school at this time. 
Mr. Robert J. Fuller was chosen. superintendent in 1905 upon 
· the res.igna t1on of llarold Dean. lie introduced tire drills in 
all the schools; urged weekly inspections by the school 
II 
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!physicians; sight and hearing tests; and stressed reading and 
Jthe use or phonics in the teaching or reading. 
Miss Florence L. Tar'bell was appointed the new drawing 
supervisor. 
At the teacnere 1 meetings, the School Program was dis-
cussed, its scope, and the time allotments. In the lower grades ! 
I 
most stress was to be laid upon the subject of reading, while in l 
the upper grades, mathematics, history, language and geography 
were to occupy the maJor part of the students' time. ~he daily 
program in each room was to be so arranged that the recitations 
in the subJects requiring the greatest mental activity ahould 
occur at the time when the child's ·nervous energy was at its 
highest point,--such times as immediatelr after the opening of 
school, and after recess or recreation periods. 
NNo-Schoolu signals were to be rung for the grammar schools 
only,--the high school was to hold sessions, rain or shine~ 
School coste had risen due to the added responsibility 
placed upon the towns and cities by the Legislature during the 
previous ten years in laws concerning the erection and. heating 
ot school buildings; the employment or superintendents; certain 
subjects to be taught; high schools, and the distribution of the 
Massachusetts School Fund. 1 
The children from the Sherley district were now transported 
to Thorndike, and those from the Forest Lake and Mason districts 
1. Town of Palmer School Report. 1905. p. b. 
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were taken care of in the Palmer Grammar School. Two extra 
teachers had been added at the Palmer Grammar. School due to the 
increased population in the Wire Mill section, and the large 
number of pupils in the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades. The 
Central !1assachusetts Electric Company had extended its power 
lines to Bondsville this year, so the Bondsville school was 
lwired for electricity. 
The General Court of Massachusetts had raised the age at 
which illiterate minors could begin labor, from fourteen to 
sixteen, and the law was to become operative in January 1906. 
At this time there were fifteen boys and girls employed in the 
mills of the town who were thrown out of work by this order, 
and whose attendance at school was compulsory. At this time, 
according to the census statistics, there were two hundred and 
fifty illiterate minors in the whole town, who would be looking 
forward to naturalization. .Night schools were not compulsory in 
manufacturing towns of less than 10,000, but were maintained by 
the vote of the townspeople, Although less than 10,000 in pop-
ulation, Palmer had voted to have night schools for the benefit 
of its youth. 
The transportation problem was a trying one for the school 
committee to solve. When the district schools were closed, it 
meant the pupils had to be transported either to Palmer, Thorn-
dike or the nearest other district school. This had been accom-
plished wholly by teams until 1899, when the services of the 
Palmer and Monson Street Railway were first used. From 1902 on, 
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the services of the Springfield and Eastern Street Railway Com-
pany, and later the Springfield Street Railway Company. were 
used almost exclusively for transporting the scholars to the 
high school in the Depot village, and the children of the vari-
ous districts to the Palmer and Thorndike schools. 
The division of the school year was now changed from the 
usual three terms with two short and one long vacation, to tour 
terms with three short and one long vacation. The committee 
suggested these changes for the sake of "Giving the pupils more 
frequent rest periods, thereby enabling them to put forth a more 
concentrated and sustained effort during the entire school year 
1 
without an undue tax upon their nervous and physical energy•~ 
i:ye and ear tests were made under the direction of Dr. · ·. 
George A. Moore. 
Through the efforts of the lalmer Woman 1 s Club, a system of 
Penny Savings was established in the schools. The Club tur-
1nished the folders and collectors for the project, which was 
deemed a worthy one, as it stimulated an interest in thrift. 
The basis of promotions and the granting of increases in 
salary for teachers had previously been on the criterion ot 
l "meri t, and merit alone~ '! 2 In discussing this issue Secretary 
Martin was quoted as saying, 1 There are five factors which go to 
make up an efficient teacher,--natural ability, scholarship, 
1. Town of ~almer School Report. 1906. p. 24. 
2. Ibid. p. 27. 
I 
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I training, experience and growth~-'! 1 Teachers must continually 
grow in experience, scholarship and culture. The teachers of 
the town had formed a Teacher's Club, 11 tor Self-culture• and 
"Growth. 11 
Revised outlines of courses in history, geography, and 
arithmetic were issued ~~is year. Excursions were made to the 
blacksmith shop; houses in the process ot construction, and to 
the nearby rivers, to "enliven the interest" in reading such 
poems as the Village Blacksmith; making lessons more realistic 
upon geographical tact; and furnishing suitable topics tor use 
in oral and written composition, as special attention was being 
given to the latter work. 2 The 11Mother Tongue 11 series ot lan-
guage books was now in use in the grades. 
Firmly established medical inspections were made now by the 
school physicians, and physical culture exercises were part ot 
the continuing opportunities tor the betterment in the physical, 
mental, and moral well-being ot the pupils in the schools. 
A new school was built in Three Rivers on its present site 
1n 1908, and tour teachers added to the teaching force to meet I 
the increased enrollment in the school. \ 
Mr. Lee T. Gray was appointed superintendent this year upon 
the resignation ot Mr. Fuller. He substituted the medial slant 
writing tor the vertical style then taught in the schools, and 
also systemized the tire drill practice in the schools. The 
1. Town ot Palmer School Report. 1906. p. 28. 
2. Ibid. P• 26. 
i 
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I IShorley district school was reopened as there were twenty-one 
children in that section between the ages of 6 and 9 years. It 
seemed a better course to open the school, than to have the 
children exposed to the severe winter weather by conveying them 
by barge to the Thorndike school. 
The Aldine method of reading was adopted in the first grade, 
and Superintendent Gray explained fully in his Report why he 
1 
regarded the new system as excellent. M~ual training tor the 
boys, and cooking and sewing for the girls in the eighth and 
ninth grades was added this year. Miss Anna D. McAuliffe, a 
graduate ot the Normal Art School of Boston,was hired on Miss 
Tarbell 1 s resignation as Drawing and Manual Training Supervisor 
and Teacher. 
Mr. Gray had been serving as high school principal and 
superintendent for tour years, and urged the committee to sepa-
rate the two positions. 
In 1911, Mr. Clifton K. Hobson was chosen as the new super-
intendent and Mr. Gray stayed on as principal at the h~gh schooL 
Mr. Wooson had taught in the Palmer Grammar school in 1904 and 
was the principal and teacher of the eighth and ninth grades in 
1905 while there. Ke left to go to the Norwich Academy, Nor-
wich, Connecticut. Mr. Kobson was able to take classes in the 
jvarious subJects, and exemplify by personally teaching these 
!classes, certain suggestions that he wished to make clear. ~e 
1. Annual Scnool Report of 1908. p. 8. 
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!we.s able in this manner, not only to tell, but to show, the 
I 
Jmethods he wished used. Outlines were issued in all subjects, 
and by this method, each teacher knew the amount of work that 
her grade should cover; and the teacher in the grade above, and 
the teacner in the grade below knew what she could expect of 
others, and what the others expected or her. He felt that this 
was one of the most helpful aids that a superintendent could 
offer his teachers. Many teacners 1 meetings were held as they 
offered opportunities for general and specific suggestions, and 
general discussion, as led by him. Ke maintained that schools 
gladly and willingly raced criticism, provided it was given in 
the right spirit and the charge investigated betore the proper 
authorities were consulted. "Charges should not be regarded if 
1 they are from street gossip or from disgruntled folks." That 
people are prone to complain and shift the responsibility upon 
the shoulders of someone else, was emphasized by his insertion 
ot an extract from Puck, which he included in his report: 
"A lUMAN T~NDENCY" 
.TKi COLLiG~ PRESIDENT. 
Such rawness in a student is a shame; 
But lack of preparation is to blame. 
THE HIGK SC~OOL ~RINCIPAL 
Good heavensl What crudity! The boy's a tool; 
The tault, or course, is with the grammar school. 
I ~ . · Town of Palmer School Report, 1912. P• Jb. 
Boston Yni ver sity 
Scbagl of Iduc.ti ~ 
Li.Drary 
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T.ili: GRAMMAR :PRINC IF AL 
Would that from such a dunce I might be spared! 
They send them up to me so unprepared. 
TH FRIMARY TEAQjtEB, 
Poor kindergarten blockhead! And they call 
That Mpreparation." worse than none at all. 
THE KINDERGARTEN TEACHER 
Never such a lack of training did I see! 
What sort of person can the mother be? 
THE MOTHER 
You stupid child. But, tnen, you're not to blame. 
Your father 1 s tamily are all the same. 
TliE PliiLOSOPHER 
Shall father in hie tolks 1 defense be h~ard? 
No. Let the mother have the last word! 
in other towns. 
1. Town ot Palmer School Report at 1912. P• 36. 
'I 
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Story-telling was introduced in the four lower grades this 
year. Later a list ot stories to be told, reproduced and dram-
atized, adaptable tor each grade, was issued from the school 
office. A graded list of poems came next. 
Enrollment in the schools was on _the increase, as the mills 
were prospering, and in 1913, the eighth grade in the Palmer 
Grammar School had to use a room in the high school for its 
overflow. 
Mr. iarry aouston, supervisor of penmanship in the schools 
of New Kaven had been conducting penmanship lessons in the 
schools for the past two years. His method was described as a 
Ufree and easy arm movementu, and it was well received and 
copied in the classrooms. 
The superintendent went through all the cotton mills this 
year on a ~urvey to check the granting of labor certificates to 
minors between the ages of fourteen and twenty-one. The law 
read that all between the ages of fourteen and twenty-one should 
be able to read and write the English le.nguage, and do work 
required or pupils in the third grade, or attend night school. 
The law also required that all between the ages fourteen and 
sixteen must present age and schooling certificates before get-
ting work permits. If there was any doubt of their age, as many 
had come directly to Palmer trom the European countries, the 
birth certificate was sent tor, and the parent was made to swear 
to its authenticity. The superintendent had tound in his sur-
! vey that many large boys and girls had falsified their ages to 
II 
53 
get work. The school department the last year had issued 332 
certificates; 183 to illiterate minors, oo to literate minors 
and 83 age and schooling certiticates. In checking these r e-
ports, the number ot Polish children was notable, both in the 
schools and mills. 
The next year, 1914, tound the schools as crowded as ever; 
Bondsville 1 s addition had taken care other situation; movable 
desks had been placed in Pickering Hall in Three Rivers to re-
lieve their situation temporarily and to accommodate 33 pupils; 
Palmer Grammar School was still using a room in the high school 
tor her eighth grade, but the high school itself could easily 
have used it, as the high school was getting crowded tor space. 
However, in view ot general business conditions in the town and 
the threat of war in Europe, it was thought best to continue 
these temporary accommodations for the present year. 
It was necessary, according to a measure passed by the las 
session of the General Court, to maintain a night school two 
nights a week for a period of twelve weeks, when any town had 
twenty or more illiterates. The Town of Palmer had two hundred 
and eighteen inhabitants who came under this heading at this 
time, so schools had to be opened in Thorndike, Bondsville, and 
Three Rivers. There was a great deal of clerical work. involved 
in this new Employment Certificate Law because all the certifi-
cates issued came from the school office, but it enabled the 
school at the ,same time to keep an accurate account of the 
whereaboutsof all minors between the ages of fourteen and 
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twenty-one, who were not in day school. 
Miss Leland was hired this year as the drawing and manual 
training teacher. 
11 Citizen Classesn were established at tne night schools in 
the three villages in 1915, and were so successful that commer-
cial subjects were requested for the next year. 
In a survey made by the superintendent in 1916, it was 
found. that in more than 70% of the homes in Thorndike, Three 
Rivers and Bondsville~ English was not spoken. Citizen classes 
continued to be held in town because of this reason. 
The number of illiterate minors in town had decreased be-
cause the ~uropean war had effected immigration. 
A vacation school was held for pupils of the sixth, sevenfu 
and eighth grades, who had failed of promotion, or were con-
ditionally promoted. It had been tried the year before and 
found successful so was continued for the second yesr. 
The Hampden County Improvement League established Boys and 
Girls Clubs in the schools of the town under their Extension 
Frogram this year, and 194 children enrolled in the clubs.1 
The pupils were so enthusiastic about the Mome ProJects that 
Palmer won a silver cup in Extension Work in 1917,-- second 
prize in the state for that year. The next year, 1918, the 
Boys' and Girls 1 clubs won first prize 1n the State. 
The mills had been working on war orders and consequently 
the school enrollment was on the increase again. 
1. School Report of the Town of Palmer, Mass. 19lo. p. 6. 
I 
55 
A two-room addition had been put on the Bondsville school, 
in 1917, and in 1918, a two-room "portable 11 was placed on the 
. 
high school grounds in Palmer. The Three Rivers mill had been 
very suecesstul and employment was high 1n that village. A one-
room 11portable 11 was necessary, however, to house 120 additional 
pupils. Three Rivers at this time, with an eight room building, 
and a one-room portable, still continued to use Pickering Hall 
tor the use of four classes. To relieve this situation a new 
school called the 11 Wenimissett 0 , the Indian name for that sec-
tion, was built in the opposite section of the town. This new 
building had six classrooms, an auditorium and a workshop, and 
later housed the special class group, or auxiliary class. 
A sudden jump in enrollment was felt all over the country 
after the first World War, and was due to the 11war babies 11 , as 
they were called. 
Double sessions, or 11 shifte 11 , were necessary in all the 
villages now, to meet the added enrollment. The Wire Mill 
school, a two-room affair, made use of a portable, until the new 
eight-room building, called the Quaboag, was built in 1927. 
Palmer still had a large number of non-English speaking in-
habitants, and the Americanization problem had to be solved. 
"Education is InsuranceH, was Palmer's by-word, so Americaniza-
tion classes and Continuation School classes continued to be 
1 held. The Continuation Classes had a membership of 150 at this 
time, and a man and woman as instructors. The boys' classes 
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were held at the Thorndike Recreation Hall. The state law read 
that as long as 200 or more minors, under 16 years of age were 
employed by authority of employment certificates or home per-
mits, the town must maintain a Continuation School. It tor a 
period of two years the number ran below 200, the town could be 
exempt. 
The town continued to maintain this school until 1928, when 
the State Department allowed the town to discontinue it as en-
rollment had been below the 200 mark for two successive years. 
Classes in home care of tne sick were started in Palmer and 
Three Rivers in grades o, 7, 8, and 9 with financial aid from 
the Red Cross during tne school year of 1920. 
Playgrounds were established on all the school grounds dur-
ing the summer vacation, with the exception of the high school, 
this same year. 
Formal examinations were given for tne first time each 
month in 1920 from the fourth grade through the ninth. Mid-year 
and final examination tests were sent from the superintendent's 
oft ice;: monthly marks counted two-thirds, and the final mark 
counted one-third of the yearly average. 
The opportunity or auxiliary classes started in town in 
l920, with an enrollment of fifty-six, two· full-time teachers 
and one part-time teacher. The classes were held at the Weni- . 
missett school in Three Rivers, so the boys' classes could have 
1 the advantage of the workshop there. 
1. School Report, Town of Palmer, 1922. p. 25. 
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The increased enrollment in the Three Rivers schools had 
been somewhat relieved at this time by the new Folish Parochial 
School built at Four Corners with a capacity for five hundred 
pupils. 
Physical Education classes were now part of the elementary 
curriculum as a law passed in the legislature made them manda-
tory. 
When the new high school was opened in Falmer in 1923, it 
relieved the overflow on the Park Street School and the Wire 
Mill School. Pupils of the o, 7, 8, and 9 grades from both 
schools were accommodated there, and it was now called the Thor& 
dike Street School. 
Superintendent Hobson was intensely interested in Aealth 
work in the schools. The first efforts along the line ot 
determing tubercularly inclined children by means ot weighing 
and measuring were conducted in the Palmer schools, under the 
auspices of the Kampden County Tuberculosis and Public ~ealth 
Association, and in conjunction with Dr. Chadwick of the West-
field Sanatorium.1 As a result ot this first clinic, the State 
of Massachusetts started a ten-year program for this sort ot 
work in health. The State was to do now, throughout its bound-
aries, tne same sort of health work that Palmer had been doing 
in its schools for the past five years. 
1. School Report of the Town ot Palmer, 1924. p. 33· 
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In the tollow-up program several cases had been sent to the 
Shriner's Hospital for Crippled Children in springfield, Mass.; 
fourteen children were sent to the Preventorium of the Kampden 
County Tuberculosis and Public Health Association at Provin 
Moun~ain during the summer . !n 1926 the school department de-
cided to give the Diphtheria Toxin Anti-toxin treatment in the 
schools. Any child bringing a request card from hie parents 
could have the three doses of toxin-anti-toxin, one week apart, 
and six months later, have the Schick Teet. This venture proved 
so successful that the school department decided to make it part 
of the yearly health program. In 1928, a State Clinic for the 
Detection of Milum Tuberculosis among school children was held 
in the schools. The clinic was a large one manned by experts 
in medicine, nutrition, and nursing. This clinic, from a health 
standpoint, was considered one of the best contributions that 
the public schools made to the parents and children. Later 
follow-up programs were held, to check the children's health. 
Child ~ealth Days were instituted in cooperation with the Phys-
ical Education Department, and the children meeting the require-
ments in weight, teeth, and posture were given colored tags. 
Health plays and dramatizations were given in the schoolrooms to 
emphasize the need .of good health. May days, as now held in the 
schools, are a combination of the Health and Physical Education 
Departments. Miss Meta McAdam was the first school nurse ap-
pointed to the system. In 1929, the Red Cros s financed 19 Ton-
ell and Adenoid operations. 
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A State Reading Plan fostered by the State Library Depart-
ment was continued in the schools for the fourth year. 
In a nationality survey, carried on by the school depart-
ment in 1929, the following table was drawn up: 
. Natio.nal.1..ty o.t. 1:ar.ente of Pup 1l.a- Based on Natio.ns.l.l..:ty of .Father 
Polish 
American 
Italian 
English 
Irish 
French 
Swedish 
French Canadian 
Lithuanian 
Finnish 
Kungarian 
German 
Jewish 
733 
688 
52 
49 
48 
48 
19 
19 
16 
12 
11 
10 
8 
Scotch 
Armenian 
Russian 
Greek 
Turkish 
Danish 
Portuguese 
English Canadian 
Austrian 
Czechoslovak 
Swiss 
tJkranian 
8 
8 
7 
7 
0 
5 
4 
4 
3 
1 i (1) 
The bottom had fallen out of the cotton market in 1925, and 
I 
as a result the Thorndike Mill closed. The school department 
had been gradually feeling the effects of the citizens' retrenc~ 
ment by their behavior toward the school budget at the annual 
town meetings. So, in 19321 a change was made in the number of 
gradesin the elementary schools--from nine to eight. This 
seemed to be in line with what other towns of its size in the 
state were doing in the interest of economy, but without des-
troying efficiency. This same year, the town had voted a ten-
percent cut in the school budget, and also in the teachers' sal-
~ries. 
~. Town of Palmer Annual Report, 1929. P• 27. 
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The next year, 1933, the enrollment in the grades was smal-
ler as families had started to leave town. The entrance age was 
raised in the first grade by six months. The music supervisor, 
Mise Cantwell, resigned, as did the drawing supervisor, but no 
replacements were made this year in the interest of economy. 
The mode of transportation was changed this year, due to the 
removal of the Springfield Street Railway. Since that time, 
the students in the high school and elementary schools have been 
transported almost exclusively by buses owned by the Palmer 
Motor Coach Company. 
A five-week playground project was run the next summer, 
with E. R. A. Fund.s, with one playground in each village. It 
was decided to appoint an art supervisor this year after a lapse 
of a year. Grade school enrollment continued to drop, but the 
high school enrollment increased making it necessary to hire 
seven new teachers. Tne increased corps of teachers needed in 
the high school was supplied by using some grade school teachers 
for freshman subjects. The last two district schools, Forest 
ake and Palmer Center, were now closed and the children trans-
orted to the Palmer schools. 
By 1938, enrollment in grade schools had declined all over 
the country, due to restrictions on immigration, the decrease in 
the birthrate, and the general loss in industries. However, 
there was an increase in high school enrollment throughout the 
ountry. 
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With the depression, the so-called "Efficiency Experts", 
came to town and the local mills laid ott many unands". Workers 
soon moved out of town, as there was no hiring done at this tim~ 
Just Ufiring 11 • Eventually, the original mill companies in the 
three villages moved south, with the explanation that help ther~ 
although not skilled, was much cheaper, and the mills were 
nearer the source of the material used. All the mills were soon 
empty, as there was no market for their goods. The once-thriv-
ing and prosperous villages were now quiet, with no activity at 
all in the once-busy and bustling mills. To make their break 
with the town more complete, t.ne mills were put up tor sale, and 
the houses, all owned by the corporations, were sold to individ-
uals. Some families moved south when the mills went, but other 
heads of families stayed on and looked for work in other fields 
near home. 
From overflowing buildings the schools now went to nearly 
empty buildings; and from single grades to double grades, as 
teachers had been let go, as enrollment in the grades, and town 
revenue went down. 
Enterprising citizens got busy soon after that and formed 
the Palmer Industries Company. This new company sold shares at 
five dollars per share. Its main obJective was to seek out 
small or large businesses or firms to rent or buy space in the 
now empty mills. Together with the Palmer Chamber of Commerce, 
and the newly-formed Three Rivera Cham·ber of Commerce, the 
three groups working together on the project, succeeded in 
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eventually renting or selling all the mill space. 
There were no major changes in tne elementary school setup, 
until the Wenimiesett school was closed in 1939 due to the de-
cline in enrollment in the Three Rivers public school. Many 
pupils had transferred either to the Polish Parochial school at 
Four Corners or the French Parochial school in the center. As 
t he town revenue picked up after the mills 1 space was rented, 
music was again added to the school curriculum in 1945. 
School was dismissed on some days during 1942, while the 
teachers handled registrations for the local Selective Service 
Board, and registrations tor sugar, gas, and oil. The public 
schools were used extensively by the Red Cross and Civilian De-
fense groups during this era. 
In the report of 1945 Superintendent Hobson announced the 
tact that there was an outline tor every subject in every grade 
in tne elementary system of Palmer, prepared by him, for use in 
the schools. Palmer was a pioneer in Americanization, tubercu-
losis clinics, and diptheria immunization, and Mr. Hobson was 
very proud of the tact that he was able to do this pioneering 
health work .in the schools with the cooperation of the various 
schoolcommittees he had worked with through the years here. 
Fire doors were added in all the schools in 1945; as a 
safety precaution. 
In 1947 the first Parent-Teacher-Associations were formed 
in town. By 1950 there were tive associations in the town, one 
1for eacn village, and a Council had been formed among them. 
IThey have accomplished very good work in the schools. The cafe-
teria at Quaboag, new lights and painting jobs, playground equip-
ment, and other useful developments can be traced to these am-
bi tiona. 
In the tall of 1949, the Audubon Society, under the auspice! 
of local P.T.A. 1 e sponsored lectures in the elementary schools. 
The children enjoyed them eo much that the school department 
added them to the curriculum the next year. 
A new course in penmanship was introduced in the system in 
the fall of 1950, and improvement was soon noticed in the pupil' 
writing. 
Junior bands were formed under Mr. Turner, the music super-
visor, and the elementary school children were allowed to play 
in the high school orchestra, and band, if they were sufficient-
ly accomplished. 
By 19.50, . all . the elementary schools were redecorated inside, I 
and most of them had the new florescent lighting. Thorndike and 
Quaboag schools had their playgrounds fenced in and resurfaced. 
Mr. Hobson was looking forward to 1951, when he would have 
served the town forty years as its superintendent, and the high 
school would be celebrating its lOOth anniversary. 
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CliAPT:U VI 
THE PRESENT SYSTEM 
The history ot the lalmer schools seems to follow closely 
the statement of Mr. Martin who declared, 1 There have been three 
historical epochs, each characterized by a special form of 
school system: First, the town period with the dame school, the 
reading and writing school, and the grammar school; then the 
period ot decentralization with the district school and the 
academy; and lastly the modern period most strongly centralized, 
characterized by the graded schools."1 
Later he described the changes that took place in the stat~ 
and these changes were very similar to the changes in the town 
lite of Palmer. 
uln 1820-Massachusetts was an agricultural state. 
In 1850-it had become a manufacturing state. 
In 1820-its population was native born and homo-
geneous 
In 1850-there were 200,000 foreigners--one-fifth 
ot the whole population 
In 1820-there were no cities and no railroads 
In 1850-there were seven cities, and&l the 
main railroads were in operation. 1 2 
The power loom, with its newly invented accessories, util-
ized by capital in the factory, made aggregations ot people 
1
1 • . George H. Martin Evolution ot the Massachusetts Public 
\
Schools. p. 18o. 
- ~· Ibid. p. 187. 
~ossible wherever streams gathered force over falls and rapids. 
Every factory village became a center of a new lite. With the 
mills came stores, banks, new churches and new social life and 
organization. The factory system developed immigration, first 
of the Irish, then the French Canadians, and then of all nation-
alities.1 In Palmer, the nationalities came in turn, Irish, 
French and Polish. 
~Palmer Sentinel noted in its issue of February 18, 184~ 
that a new cotton factory, six stories high was being built in 
Thorndike, of granite from nearby quarries; that the new Congre-
gational churches were being built, one in Thorndike, and one in 
the Depot village; both villages were flourishing and rapidly 
increasing in population, and needed stated religious instruc-
tion. Another large village was springing up on the western : .. 
!boundary of the town under the auspices of the 11 Boeton Dutch 
2 Company 11--Palmer was indeed growing. 
For many years the Palmer school system was dependent on 
the prosperity of the cotton mille, the patronage of the seven 
railroads that used the Depot village as a Junction for thirty-
six daily passenger trains, and trade with the outlying settler~ 
!Wi.th the advent of the automobile, local industry ceased to play 
the major financial role in the life of the town. The automobile 
enabled the residents to travel to near-by cities for goods they 
~:. 1~~rtin. 
~ The Palmer Sentinel, February 2o, 184o. 
~volution of The Massachusetts Public Schools. 
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formerly purchased in Palmer, and thus revenue to local tax-
payers decreased. 
Nevertheless, the town did manage to maintain its educa-
tional standards. Special supervisors were consistently em-
ployed in the educational system through tne years. At the pre~ ' 
ent time, these special services include art, physical education, ! 
safety education, health, penmanship, nature studies, music, 
band and visual aids. 
A brief description of the scope of the work done in the 
elementary system tor the 1950-1951 school year by the present 
supervisors and services, is as follows: 
The Art supervisor, Miss Adelaide McDonald, has a scheduled 
visit to each elementary class, once in three weeks; provides a 
yearly outline to each grade; usee the "New Art Education and 
Teaching Reference", and "Art and Our School", as supplementary 
reference for this year; does a great deal ot individual art 
work with the pupils, such as contests, posters, etc. 
Health work in tne schools is in charge of Miss Teresa 
Frydryk, the school nurse. Her program consists ot a physical 
1
examination by the school physicians for every child in the ele-
~entary schools in grades 1, 5, and 9, as required by the State 
Department of Health; keeping a complete record of these examin-
ations through high school on Massachusetts Department of Health 
Forme; clinics once a year for the tubercularly inclined; weigh-
~ng and measuring all pupils in the elementary schools in the 
~all and spring, and "follow-upM programs; yearly vaccination 
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check-ups, dental inspections and diphtheria clinics; Sonotone 
Trutone Audiometer Tests; Massachusetts Vision · Tests, and a 
found-up of all summer camp prospects. She is on call at all 
times tor all schools during the school day. 
Physical Education and Safety Education are under the 
supervision of Miss Dorothy M. Burns. Physical education in the 
schools follows along the lines laid down by the State Depart-
ment of Education, and consists of tactics, formal exercises, 
games, dances, and limited ·intra-mural sports. Most of the work 
is done in the class rooms, corridors or empty class rooms, as 
no elementary school has a gymnasium. A baseball league started 
by Mr. Xobson in 1911 is still functioning, and also a basket-
ball league. A track meet is held in the fall for the boys and 
girls in grades o, 7, and 8. Each. class has a scheduled visit 
twice a month and all grades have complete yearly outlines made 
up of appropriate games, dances, eXBrcises, posture charts and 
tests. May Day is celebrated each spring by games, dances, and 
a May Pole dance on the individual school playgrounds. 
The Safety Education program was incorporated in the school 
program under the physical education program in 1945. Each 
grade has an outline for tne year which consists of safety in-
structions, slogans, poems, etc.; playlets and dramatizations 
are given throughout tne year. A safety Song Contest is held 
each year in grades 5, o, 7, and 8. There are · safety Patrols in 
Jall the schools. Park Street School has had a patrol since 191~ 
The Quaooag school also has patrols on all the buses. Safety 
68 
Patrol Courts are held each week in the grade schools, and 
Safety films are snown. Yearly talks are given by the State 
iighway Department, and National and State Safety magazines are 
subscribed to and issues sent to all the schools. 
The Audubon Society sends a lecturer to the fifth and sixth 
grades throughout the town each month. Mr. Donald McGee is the 
lecturer in the schools for this year. 
The Rinehart Functional Handwriting System was introduced 
into tne grades last fall, after a .lapse of a few years without 
special instructors. Instructors come each month to instruct 
and grade tne pupils. A great improvement has been noted in 
upil 1 s handwriting since the fall. 
The Music and Band instructor in the local schools. is Mr. 
Clarence Turner. •is schedule calls for two visits a month tor 
11 grades in the system. His outlines call for rhythm bands in 
the second grade and symphonettes in the third grade. Pupils 
in the grades, if they are accomplished enough, may play in the 
igh school band, which is under his direction. At the present 
Mr. Turner is very busy with plans for the Music Festival 
hich is to be held in Palmer this spring, 1951. Choral groups 
rom the eighth grades, symphonettes from the third grades and 
he band are to participate in the affair, which is to be one 
r vent that is to help Palmer Kigh School celebrate its one hun-
redth anniversary this year. The Thornd.ike-McCall Mul t i -l·1ental Tests were used formerly ry Mr. Hobson. This year, Mr. Donald McCaffrey, our newly 
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,, appointed superintendent of schools, has introduced the Metro-
' politan Tests of Basic Skills in the elementary system. 
The Visual Aids program will be expanded this year with the 
addition of more slides and a sixteen millimeter sound projecteD 
The Parent-Teachers Associations of the Park Street and Thorn-
dike elementary schools purchased projectors and films for their 
schools. The school department provided additional films from 
the Valley Cinema Company. 
At the present time there are elementary schools in all the 
villages, with two, the Park Street and the Quaboag, in Palmer • 
. 11 A list of the elementary schools in the Palmer Public School 
1
System, their personnel and enrollment follows: 
Park Street School, Palmer, Mass. 
Principal, Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Mise 
Beatrice Dillon 
Rose Duffy 
Sarah Thayer Berube 
Catherine Donahue 
Kathleen Quirk · 
Florence a. Donavon 
Margaret Crimmins 
Sylvia Peterson 
Enrollment 307 
Grade 5 
1 
l 
z 
3 
3 
4 
b 
& 4 
· Miss 
Mrs. 
Elsie Christiansen 
Catherine Austin Cavanaugh 
7 
8 
Quaboag School, Palmer, Mass. 
Principal, Miss Mildred Loftus 
Mrs. Lianna Wiback Calkins 
Mrs. Mary s. Landers 
Miss Mary E. Sullivan 
Mrs. Alice M. Dunn 
Mrs. Mabel Leblanc 
Miss Anne Moriarty 
Miss Dorothy Hartnett 
Enrollment 278 
Grade 4 
1 
2 
3 
.s 
o (sub.) 
7 
8 
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Three Rivers School, Three Rivers , Mass. li:nrollment 151 
Grade 7 & 8 Principal, Miss Stephanie Kolbusz 
Miss Elizabeth Fitzgerald 
Mrs. Katherine Lusty Condo n 
Miss Mary Marciniec 
1 & 2 
3 & 4 
5 & 6 
Thorndike School, Thorndike, Mass. Enrollment 103 
Principal, Mi s s Bridget Griffin Grade '7 & 8 
Miss Flora Morey 1 & 2 
Mrs. Esther Sullivan Kaley 3 & 4 
Mrs. Genevieve Wl'tkoski Jeske 5 & 6 
Miss Gertrude Griffin, Special Classes 
Bondsville School, Bondsville, Mas s. Enrollment 129 
Principal, Mi s s Margaret Sullivan Grade '7 & 8 
Mrs. Dorothy Derby Fauteux 7 & 8 
Miss Mary Quirk l & 2 
Mrs. Catherine Fitzgerald 3 
Miss Agnes Sullivan 4 
Mi s s Eleanor Moriarty 5 & b 
There are no District or out-lying district schools in the 
school system at present. All of the children from the outly-
i ng distric t s are now transported by bus to the Quaboag school 
in Palmer. 
Enrollment in the schools of Palmer in 1851 was 815 
Enrollment in the schools of Pal mer in 1951 was. 9'78 
The school budget for the year 1851 was ••••• $2,000.00 
The school budget for the year 1951 is •••• $292,710.00 
The cost per pupil in 1851 was •••••••• · 2.08 
The cost per pupil in 1951 is • • • • • • • • 192.32 
These few facts give an idea of the increased cost ot educa-
tion in a town the size of Palmer. There has been much talk on 
the subJec t of "consolidation", but, as more than a hundred 
years ago, the citizens of the town want their schools near 
their homes. An increased number of schools means an always 
!i ncreasing school budget as prices continue to rise on school 
1
lsupplies and personnel. However, the annual town meeting is the 
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\voice ot the people ot the town, and the villages continue to I 
!keep their own elementary schools, and ueducation-minded 11 towns-
1 
!people continue to vote for the budget the school committee 
recommends. 
The School Committee for the school year 1951, is as fol-
lows: 
Chairman, Mr. Paul Heine, Jr. 
Secretary, Mr. Davitt M. Rooney 
Mr. Garrett P. T. Cavanaugh 
Mr. Stanley Gill 
Mr. Stanley Wisnewski 
From this glance at the past history of the elementary 
schools, it will be seen that their growth, although slow for a 
long period, has attained wonderful results. Commencing with 
one teacher, at an expenditure of fifty dollars a year, Palmer 
has arrived at a point when $292,710.00 a year is needed, and 
thirty-two elementary teachers are employed. Then, the barest 
introduction to knowledge was afforded; now our students can be 
fitted for college in their own town. Instead of five meager 
schoolhouses, for the construction of which sixty pounds were 
voted we now have scnool buildings which have cost more than 
$53,000. 
:F'or more than one hundred years the schools were conducted 
without being graded, and with lit~le system or uniformity ot 
action. However, under the guidance of competent superinten-
dents through the past years, and particularly our most recent 
superintendent, Mr. Clifton H. Iobeon, to whom this thesis is 
dedicated, and seconded by intelligent committees, a unified 
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system has been formulated, by which all the schools are con-
ducted and are so graded that the best results are obtained. 
w·i th a continuance of the present liberal support of our 
town, the application of the most approved methods of teaching, 
and the selection of trained teacners well fitted tor their 
1
work, there is no reason why the elementary schools of Palmer 
should not occupy a leading position in the educational ranks ot 
the state. 
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The district schools were a part or the school lite or Pal- ~~ 
jmer until the Forest Lake district was closed in 1929. At one I 
time there were thirteen of these schools scattered over the 
territory . covered by the town of Palmer. The reasons for eo 
~any schools, of course, were the routes taKen by the various 
rivers that traversed the town, the water power situation, and 
the farm lands. Each group of settlers wanted their children to 
go to school, but they also wanted the schoolhouse near their 
1
homes. It was only in 1869 when the state for the second time 
~refused to finance the school district system any longer, that 
!
some ot the district inhabitants consented to
1
have their chil-
dren travel any distance for their education. 
I 
I· I' 
II 
Most of the schoolhouses stood on the top of a very high 
~ill, and one reason for this situation was the fact that it was 1 
the center of the district, as measured by the surveyor's chain. 
The people east would not permit the building to be carried one 
rod further west, and those in the opposite quarter were as ob-
2 
etinate, on their side. 
l. George H. Martin, The Evolution of the Massachusetts Public 
!school System. · New York, D. Appleton and Co., 1923. p. 205. 
~ . Warren Burton. The 
~ng and Other Writings. 
1P· 1~. 
I 
District School as it WasA Scenery-Show-
Boston. ~ress of T. H. arvin, 1852. 
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The schools were small, one-story buildings. The room was 
plain and bare, no pictures, no maps, not even a blackboard. 
The walls were sheathed with wooden boards, but the ceiling was 
plastered. There were windows on the north and south sides, and 
I 
·at the back. The fireplace was on the fourth side, projecting 
into the room, a bit. 
To the right of the fireplace was the entrance, and to the 
left was a door opening into a dark closet, where pegs were 
placed on the wall for the girls to hang their things. There 
was a bench on which to set their dinner baskets, also. 
This girl's closet served also as a fearful dungeon for small 
offenders. 
A single continuous line of desks ran around the room, 
leaving an open space next to the wall where the. big scholars 
walked when they went to their places. The seat which accom-
panied this long desk was also continuous, and the scholars 
were obliged to step over it before being seated. On the front 
of the desk was another seat, low down for the smaller children, 
. 1 
or the "abecedarians", as they were called. These could use 
the desk for a back, but had no desk themselves, while the older 
ones had a desk, but no back. In the open space in front was 
the teacher's table, which usually held on it two or three book~ 
I 2 
a ruler, and sometimes an hour-glass to tell the time. 
1. Burton. The District School As It Was. p. 20. 
2. Clifton Johnson. The Country School in New England, New 
York. D. Appleton and Company. 1893. p. 5. 
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Webster's Spelling Book was generally used by all classes, 
also The New England Primer. Most scholars had copy books 
1 
and plummets which they made at home. Schools kept every day 
in the week except Sunday, at this time. 
The increase and decrease in the enrollment in the various 
I district schools, and the closing and later opening or these 
same schools, was due to the moving of families in and out or 
the vicinities, and the prosperity of the farms and village 
mills. 
Following is a list of the district schools that made up 
the school system of Palmer for so many years, their locations, 
and a little of their history. 
No. l The Old Center. 
One of the first schools in Palmer was located 
on land owned by Joseph Kerrigan, when another 
district was added to the original four, in 1764. 
This school completed later in 1782, was located 
in the hollow but was moved to higher ground 
soon after, near Breckenridge Street. When 
this school was destroyed by fire, school was 
held in the building that was originally a 
house of worship for the Presbyterians and 
later for the Catholics. This building was 
located on the Lake Thompson Road, near the 
old cemetary, and was in use until 1933, . 
when the school was closed permanently and the 
scholars transported t o the Palmer schools. 
No. 2 Three Rivers District 
One of the first school houses in Three Rivers 
was located on what was then called "Kelly's 
Hill" in 1830. When this became overcrowded, 
the Otis Company built a school for the use of 
the village children on their land near the 
dam, in 1837. The company needed this land 
1. Johnson. The Country School in New England. p. 10. 
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later, for their own use, so the building was 
moved to a lot opposite the present school 
site. In 1859, as enrollment continued to 
increase, it became necessary for the toWI1 to 
buy a school lot and put up a building. The 
present school location was purchased from 
the Twiss family, and the buildings on it 
removed to their present home site, which is 
almost opposite the or~ginal school location 
on Springfield Street. 
No. 3 Depot District 
A school was established in Depot Village, then 
known as the King Row, in 1789, on the King 
farm, opposite what we now call the Driving 
Park on South Main Street. In 1841, a two-story 
building, which consisted of one room on each 
floor, was built. Later, as families began to 
build nearer the present center of the town, 
the present school site on Park Street was 
purchased and a building put up in 1861. The 
high school used a room in this building for 
a few years. In 1881, a two-room addition 
was built to accommodate the increased enroll~ 
ment in the school. In 1900, the present 
building was put up. 
No. 4 Mason District 
No. 5 
The Mason district can be described as the 
section of the town that extends from £ake 
Thompson, down through the present McNitt 
Road and on to the Boston Road opposite the 
electric light plant. The original school 
site was near Dr. McLean's cottage. This 
school ran until 1905, when it was found 
advisable to have the pupils attend the 
Thorndike schools, and later the Palmer 
schools. 
Foster District 
The school house in this district served the 
section then known as the "Old Babcock Tavern", 
or Beaver Lake district near the w·are line. 
In 1871, the pupils were transferred to the 
vlhiting District school, as enrollment had 
decreased. 
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No. 6 Burley District 
This school served the pupils in the Mount 
Dumplin section of the town. The school house 
was situated at the intersection of the Mt. 
Dumplin and Three Rivers roads. It was built 
in 1798 when the Row District was divided to 
care for pupils in that section. When the 
District System was abolished in 1869, this 
house was sold at an auction. 
No. 7 Dr. Shearer District 
No. 8 
This school served the section that is now 
known as Calkins Road, down Route 20 to 
below the Police Barracks, and then right 
to the Baptist Hill section of Three Rivers. 
This school was once known as a Union District, 
as it served Monson children in that section 
also. However it never worked out. Although 
the Monson pupils made up two-thirds of the 
enrollment, Palmer paid two-thirds of the up-
keep. Eventually the Monson pupils were 
refused admittance as Monson still held up pay-
ments for tuition. The school was closed in 
1874, and the pupils sent to the Three Rivers 
school. 
Shaw District 
The school built in this section served the 
children near the Ware-West \varren section 
of the township. A new school was built in 
1870, on land owned by Nr. Shaw, as many 
farms were occupied in that section at the 
time. This school was in use until 1905, when 
the pupils were transported to the Palmer 
schools. 
No. 9 Gamwell District 
This district covered the section of Palmer 
between the Sherley district, Palmer Center 
and the West Warren line. The school had 
such a small enrollment as a rule, and the 
occupied farms were so near the Brimfield 
line, that by 1874, pupils in the district 
were attending the school at Power's Corner 
in Brimfield. The town continued to pay 
tuition to Brimfield, until the pupils were 
transported to the Palmer schools. 
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No. 10 Bondsville District 
The section served by this school ran from 
where the present Witkoski house now stands 
in Thorndike on the Bondsville Road, north-
west to Bondsville to the section around the 
Lily Pond. A school was built near the pond 
before 1829, and used for more than thirty 
years. When the Duckville school was moved 
midway between the two villages, and the two 
districts united in 1861, this school was 
discontinued. 
No. 11 Hastings District 
This section is near Forest Lake, just west 
of what we now call Whipple's Crossing. 
This was one of the nine original districts, 
and the school was the only one north or west 
of the Ware river until the school was built 
in Bondsville in 1829. The original school 
house was located near the road which ran 
from Whipple's Crossing over the hill to 
Bondsville. In 1871 this school was closed 
and the pupils were sent to the Whiting Dis-
trict, later called Forest Lake District. 
No. 12 Thorndike District 
This district covers what is now the village 
of Thorndike. The original school house was 
bull t in 1842 approximately on the same loca-
tion as the present school is on. A small 
school house was built in 1880 in the section 
of the town called Lake Junction on land given 
by the mill owners, and was used for quite a 
few years serving the pupils in that section 
of the town. A larger two-story school house 
was built on the present elementary school 
site in 1846, to care for the increased enroll-
ment in the school. 
No. 13 Duckville District. 
This was a section of the present village of 
Bondsville. It comprised the upper end of the 
village near the mill and took its name from 
the product made in the mill--ducking. The 
name of the mill was the Boston Duck Company. 
About 1850 a large school house was made in 
that section by altering two stores. In 
1861, this building was moved mid-way between 
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the two villages, Bondsville and Duckville, 
and the two districts were united. This 
building was in use until 1891, when part 
of the present structure was built to take 
its place. 
New District Schools added after the original thirteen. 
Blanchardville School 
This school served the easterly section of the 
Depot village, from the lower Park Street sec-
tion down as far as the electric light plant. 
It was built in 1862, and was used until 1895. 
It took its name from the Blanchard family, 
who owned the mill where the electric light 
plant is now situated. 
Whiting District 
This is now called the Forest Lake section 
of Palmer. The original school house in 
this district was the old Foster school, as 
it was removed to a point north of Newell's 
Pond, to accommodate the scholars from the 
old Foster District No. 5, and the Hasting 
District, No. 11. The site of the last 
school there was opposite Forest Lake, on the 
Ware Road, across from the Present Forest Lake 
Dairy Company. This was a half-way point for 
both former districts. The school was opened 
in 1871, and closed permanently in 1933. 
Shorley District 
This section of the town ran from Palmer 
Center, left of Lake Thompson, between the 
Shaw and Gamwell districts, down to the 
West ~'larren line, to a point known as "The 
Pool." The school was established in 1883. 
It was open as recently as 1908, as new fami-
lies had been buying up the old farms in that 
section. After 1908, the pupils were trans-
ported to the Palmer schools. 
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Figure 1. THE THIRTEEN DISTRICT SCHOOLS. 
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Annual Reports of the School Co1~~ittees from 1851 to 1950. 
These Reports were the principal sources of 
info~aation for the history of the schools. 
Most of these were made available to me at 
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Collector's office in a safe, but permission 
was granted for me to examine them. 
Town Newspapers, The Palmer Sentinel, 1846. 
The Palmer Times, 1847. 
The Palmer Journal, 1850 to 1951. 
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